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Churchill, Eden Quit 
Athens For London; 
Agree To Regency 


Greek Prémier Reported 
Offering Resignation 
To King Of! Hellenes 


LONDON, Dec. 28—Prime Minis- 
ter Winston Churchill and Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden today left 
Athens for London after t 
days of round-table conferences 
with representatives of both fac- 
tions, BBC reported tonight. 

Before their departure, they con- 
ferred with Archbishop Damas- 
kinos, Primate of Greece. The 
Prime Minister and Mr. Eden un- 
dertook, on behalf of the British 
Government, to recommend to King 
George of the Hellenes the im- 
mediate establishment of a reg- 
ency, according to the United 

Ss. 

Meanwhile, Exchange Telegraph, 
in a dispatch from Athens, re- 
ported that Prime Minister Georges 
Papandreou today wired his resig- 
nation to the Greek King in Lon- 
don, to make room for a new, 
representative cabinet. 

While there was no official con- 
firmation of the report, which was 
ouoted by the United Press, it was 
learned in Athens last night that 
Papandreou had offered to resign 
with his cabinet during yesterday’s 
meeting of the leaders of the op- 
posing Greek factions. 

Last night’s conference, opened 
by Prime Minister Winston Church- 
ill ended on an indecisive note af- 
ter ELAS and EAM representatives 
had presented their proposals. The 
session was adjourned by the chair- 
man, op §Damaskinos, 
pending consideration of the ELAS 
terms, Earlier, it had been unani- 
mously that a regency 
should be formed. The next step 
was up to the Greek King, who 

(Continued on page 8) 


Nazis Using. ‘Almost All’ 
Their Tank Divs--Stimson 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 — The 
Germans committed almost all of 
their crack panzer divisions to their 
western offensive, U. S. Secretary 
of War Henry L. Stimson stated 
today. 

”"T am confident,” he added, "that 
this German throw of dice will have 
disastrous consequences for them. 
Apart from the fighting spirit of 
our troops, no other factor in the 
present situation means so much to 
us as flying weather.” 
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Russians Crack Buda Defense 


Encircled Enemy Victim 
Of New Soviet Move 
| Above Budapest 


MOSCOW, Dec. 28 (AP)—A force 
of approximately 100,000 German 
and Hungarian troops defending 


hree| Budapest to the death has been 


split in two by a bold Russian 
crossing of the Danube north of 
the Hungarian eapital. 

The grouping was caught yester- 
day north and northeast of Buda- 
pest and hemmed in by the broad 
river to the east and north, with 
Russian guns on the opposite bank. 

Elements of Marshal Fedor Tol- 
bukhin’s 3rd Ukrainian Army face 
them along a line running south- 
west from Szentendre through Po- 
maz to Pilisvorosvar, then north- 
west through Piliscsaba and Dorog 
to the ancient cathedral town of 
Esztergom. 

Marshal Rodion Malinovsky sliced 
the Budapest garrison in half by 
forcing the eastern branch of the 
Danube and reaching an island 
which begins a little more than a 
mile above the city and stretches 
for 17 miles upstream. 

In a fresh thrust toward Austria, 
another column of Tolbukhin’s 
army forged up the Budapest-Vi- 
enna railroad, capturing Felsogal, 
24 miles west of Budapest; Tata- 
banya, northwest of Felsogal, and 
Banhida, just beyond Tatabanya. 

At Banhida, Tolbukhin was 97 
miles from Vienna. Malinovsky was 
a shade nearer in his Slovakian 
operation west of Sahy. 

Red Army units, under cover 
of clouds and smoke from burning 
buildings, pushed into the streets 
of Buda on the west bank of the 
Danube today, while in Pest they 
found grim resistance from a sui- 
cidal force. 

The enemy was believed to hold 
one of the two remaining airports, 
but during the night transports 
made an extremely hazardous trip 
to the field near Pest. With the Red 
Air Force holding mastery in the 
air, Luftwaffe transport can oper- 
ate only at night and at high cost. 

In Buda several streets were in 
Russian hands. There was sniping 
on a large scale, however, and the 
Germans have mined every block 
and virtually all buildings in out- 
lying streets. 

Although Russian big guns have 
taken up positions on a hill over- 


looking the city, they would have in 


to blast every house and building 
to wipe out present resistance. 
In what the commander of the 


(Continued on page 8) 
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With the Russians fighting inside Budapest, the encircled 
German garrison has been split in two north of the city. 
Meanwhile, the drive for Vienna gathers power. 





Allied Irtelligence 
Shakeup Said Due 





WASHINGTON, Dec, 28 — With 
military strategists now tentatively 
adding three to six months to their 
estimates of a date for victory in 
Europe as a result of the Nazi 
counteroffensive, the Associated 
Press reported that a shakeup may 
be expected in Allied intelligence 
personnel. 

Two big blunders apparently were 
made by intelligence, the news 
agency said: (1) it believed that 
the German armies in France had 
been almost completely destroyed; 
(2) it believed it knew the strength 
of the German armies and guessed 
that the Germans intended to use 
their reserves in back of the West 
Wall. 

At least part of the German 
success was due to over-optimism 
throughout the Allied High Com- 
mand, the agency said, in declaring 
that there still is a "gray and wan- 

g hope” in high places that Gen- 
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower will be 
able to turn the Allied reverse into 
an early and decisive victory. Al- 
lied generals were reported not to 





Five Lane Mobsters Trapped 





By Sgt. TOM McRAE 
Staff Correspondent 

ROME, Dec. 28—Seven American 
prisoners, including Robert Lane, 
alleged leader of a gang of Allied 
deserters who terrorized the Rome 
area until captured several weeks 
ago, and one Canadian, overpowered 
two guards early Christmas Eve 
morning to escape. Sixty hours 
after Brig. Gen. Thoburn 
Brown, Commanding General of the 
Rome Area, had ordered an all-out 
manhunt, Lane and four others had 
been seized, it was revealed today 
by Lt. Col. William P. Huntzicker, 
American Provost Marshal of the 
Rome Area Allied Command. 

The climax came at midday Dec. 
26 when Lane and the Canadian 
ped in an apartment at 
13 Via Carlo Alberto, adjacent to 
the WAC billet, and captured by 
Special police agents and military 
Police of the Rome Area Allied 
Command in true Hollywood fash- 
ion. There were many police with 
enough weapons to equip a small 
arsenal. There were police vehicles 





with sirens going. There were many 
spectators — Allied personnel and 
residents of the Holy City. They got 
their money’s worth when the two 
resisted and were given bloody noses 
and bruised faces. 

Although three of the eight, all 
of whom are believed to have com- 
mitted crimes under Lane’s guid- 
ance, remain at large late this af- 
ternoon, RAAC police officials are 


K.|breathing much easier with the al- 


leged leader back in custody. The 
trio still free was described as 
"minor” characters. 

At 1:45 AM Christmas Eve, an 
excited Carabinieri officer informed 
Sgt. Thomas A. Ford of Pittsburgh 
and-the men on duty with him that 
there had been a break and a pris- 
oner was walking around in the 
prison yard. Cpl. James F, Jackson 
of Ocean Gate, N. J., Pfc. Charles 
Cohen of Brooklyn, Pfc. Solomon 
Linden of Larchmont, N. Y., and 
Pvt. Daniel Grillet of Spring Valley, 
Il, went with Ford to investigate. 

They found the two guards, Pvt. 
Charles E. Shannon of Allentown, 
Pa., and Pvt. Michael Yorchuk, Jr. 





of McKeesport, Pa., beaten into un- 
consciousness. There had been about 
a dozen prisoners in this particular 
cell. Eight of them fled; the others 
remained. 


From the prisoners who remained 
and the guards when they came to, 
something of what happened was 
learned. Three men in the cell had 
indicated to the guard their desire 
to go to the latrine. The guard ac- 
companied them and returned them 
to the cell. At the door the guard 
was attacked by a prisoner armed 
with a broom handle and over- 
powered. 

Capt. A. F. Bonjean of Peoria, Ill., 
deputy American provost marshal 
of RAAC, had been notified and he 
assumed charge. He called for all 
available military police in the 
Rome area. He sent them out on 
patrol and had them set up road 
blocks on all routes leading from 
the city. 

At 8 o’clock on the morning of 
the 24th the first two prisoners were 
apprehended in an apartment on 
Via Carlo Alberto. They were found 


(Continued on page 8) 





be talking of next fall or winter as 
the date for the ending of the Euro- 
pean war. 

Writing under the dateline, ’"With 
the U. S. Forces in Belgium,” Wes 
Gallagher, Associated Press cor- 
respondent, declared that the Allied 
High Command not only failed to 
detect a buildup by Field Marshal 
Gerd von Rundstedt on the weak 
spot of the western front, but also 
"for. perhaps the umteenth time in 
this war underestimated German 
military strength and ability.” 

He noted that an official opinion 
had been given out to correspond- 
ents describing the Ardennes Forest 
as no advantageous spot to launch 
a winter offensive and as a place 
being used as a sort of "rest sector” 
both by the Germans and Ameri- 
cans, The correspondents were told, 
Gallagher said, that Von Rundstedt 
had practically no strategic reserves 
for a big offensive, that German 
morale was extremely low, that the 
German High Command aimed to 
fight a defensive action for the de- 
fense of the Ruhr, that the German 
Air Force was virtually non-existent 
and that a shortage of gasoline and 
war materials precluded any large 
scale effort. 

Gallagher then pointed out that 
Von Rundstedt had been able to 
throw the elements of many divi- 
sions (estimated at about 20 by 
some authorities in Washington) 
into the battle while holding the 
rest of the western front and was 
known to have a powerful punch 
left. He said that any shortage of 
gasoline had not yet been noted 
and that the Luftwaffe had put 


(Continued on page 2) 





40 Prisoners Charged 
With Aiding Foe Escape 


PARIS, Dec. 28 (UP) — Forty 
French collaborationist prisoners 
mutinied on Christmas Day in the 
Paris Cherche Midi Prison, burned 
the papers containing the charges 
against them and dropped over a 
wall to an adjacent field to escape, 
it was revealed today. 

Police said six prisoners called 
the guard to their cell, overcame 
him, released 34 other prisoners, in- 
vaded the judges’ chambers and 
hurled the contents of the filing 
cabinets into the fire. 





Yank Relieving Column 
Links With Besieged 
Bastogne Garrison 


SHAEF, Dec. 28—-The tip of the 
great Cerman bulge in Belgium 
and Luxembourg apnarently was 
blunizd today several ‘miles short 
of the Meuse River. 

Along the lower curve of the bulge, 
American relieving forces extended 
their wedge-shaped salient and 
linked up with the besieged garrison 
of Bastogne, three miles south of 
the city. 

Allied airmen reported German 
armored equipment burning to the 
east of Celes and Ciney, most ad- 
vanced point reached by the Ger- 
man Panzer units, and interpreted 
the fires as destruction by the Ger- 
man forces prior to withdrawal 

A dispatch late this afternoon 
from a Reuter’s correspondent with 
the American forces said that Field 
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s 
forces "seem to be on the road back 
on some sectors.” 

Heavy battles were developing in 
the north on Rochefort and to the 
east of Celes and Ciney near the 
tip of the bulge and American forces 
were reported to have surrounded 
two battalions of Nazi armored and 
infantry troops in the area. 

American troops gained from one 
to four miles along the southern 
flank where the breakthrough to 
Bastogne squeezed the center of the 
Nazi bulge to not more than 20 
miles in width. The southern flank 
was pictured as sagging along -. 35- 
mile front stretching back to the 
German border. 

In the area of German-held St. 
Hubert to the west of Bastogne, 
American troops reported resistance 
only in the form of road blocks, 
mines and blown bridges. 

Near the. Belgium-Luxembourg 
border, American forces smashed 
across the Sure River in four places 
and Nazi troops were reported pull- 
ing back across the border into Ger- 
many in two places—in some in- 
stances swimming across the icy 
river. The German communique, 
reporting on the fighting in Luxem- 
bourg, said that to avoid unneces- 

(Continued on page 8) 











Krauts Press 5th 
In Serchio Valley 


By A Staff Correspondent 

WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 28 
—While the potential threat of a 
German counteroffensive in the 
Serchio Valley remained undimin- 
ished, reports from Negro troops in 
that area last night reported only 
strong patrol action along the six- 
mile front where pressure is being 
exerted. ° 

The area of penetration extends 
generally from the mountain town 
of Coreglia on the right to just west 
of Gallicano on the left. Gallicano 
is on the main road which parallels 
the Serchio River as it flows down 
to the city of Lucca, 15 miles away 
as the crow flies. 

Coreglia is the terminus of a sec- 
ondary roa‘ leading down from the 
Apennines to join another main 
road paralleling the river. In other 
words, the Serchio flows generally 
in a north-south direction and has 
a main road running in the same 
direction on either bank. 

How deep a penetration has been 
made is not clear although the of- 
ficial announcement yesterday of 
the loss of the town of Barga would 
indicate progress of at '-1st a mile 
at that point against defensively 
prepared positions. Whether Gal- 
licano itself is or is not in Allied 
hands is also a question. 

American withdrawals across the 
Serchio River—that is from the east 


(Continued on page 2) 
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_ Nazis Shoot Captured Yanks 
In Two West Front Sectors 





WITH AMERICAN TROOPS ON THE SIEGFRIED LINIE 
Dec. 28 (AP)—For 12 hours, 30 American medics caught in a 
street battle for a small town stood in a church listening to Nazi 
SS Panzer troops in the night outside shoot captured American 


truck and jeep drivers. 


Three of the medics—T-4 Frank Cannon of Tho 
Texas; T-Sgt. James Colella of Rochester, Pa., and T-4 es 
Bogley of San Marcus, Texas—told the story today. 

”We had withdrawn sfx miles from another village and hid 
in this church when the Germans came in and started ghoo 
up the town. We could hear the Nazi tank commander stopping 
our trucks and ordering the drivers and helpers out. Then we 
could ‘hear shots. The next morning we saw the bodies of our 


men lying where they had bee 
During the firing, one 


church door in the darkness and called, "Is everything all 


right?” 
One of the medics who 


quickly, ’Everything is all right.” 


Satisfied, the Jerry left. 





WITH THE U. 8. FORCES IN BELGIUM, Dec. 28 (AP)—An 
Army investigation revealed today the second authenticated 
case of Germans shooting American prisoners when six were 


shot near Bastogne. 
One survivor reported that 


were taken prisoner in ambush and, after perfunctory ques- 
tioning, were lined up and shot. He was badly wounded and 
kicked in the face when he lay on the ground. But he feigned 


death, and made his way back 
Germans left. 


ton, 


kflled.” 
rman SS trooper came to the 


understands German answered 


a lieutenant and five other men 


to the American lines after the 





’Blunders’ Said Causing 
Shakeup In Intelligence 


(Continued from page 1) 





forth its greatest effort since 1940. 
"It is not the first time that Allied 


Rommel’s condition in Feb., 1942, 
just before he came out of 
Pass in southern Tunisia. German 
capabilities also have been under- 

ted in Italy along the Rapido 
River and at the start of the Anzio 
bridgehead.” 

The best estimate of German ca- 
pabilities was made for the original 
D-Day landings in Normandy, Gal- 
lagher said, when the German 
strength closely coincided with the 
original estimate. 

The over-optimism in official 
sources and the under estimation of 
Germany was the very thing that 
these same military leaders warned 
the people of America and Britain 
against, the correspondent said, 
noting however, that although 
Rundstedt’s breakthrough 
achieved a tactical surprise and 
made rapid progress no major 
cities had been taken and no great 


Left Papers Charge 
Italian Army Scandal 


ROME, Dec. 28—A new scandal 
has developed in high circles of the 
Italian Army, according to the So- 
cialist and Communist papers of 
Rome today. They charge that Gen- 
eral Arnaldo Azzi, commander of 
the Lazio, Abruzzi and Umbria re- 
gions, was removed from his com- 
mand because he wrote an article 
last Sunday demanding the name 
of the Army be changed from Royal 
Army to National Army. 

General Azzi, writing in Italia 
Libera, organ of the Action party, 
called for democratization of rela- 
tions between officers and troops. 
He also asked that the royal an- 
them be replaced officially by the 
"Piave” hymn as the military 
march. 

The article appeared last Sunday 
and two days later, according to 
this morning’s L’Avanti, Socialist 
paper, General Azzi was removed 
from his command. An article by 
Pietro Nenni, head of the Socialist 
party, condemns the action. 

"It is very likely,” Nenni wrote, 
"that General Azzi foresaw that he 
would be placed on the retirement 
list. But we cannot fail to point 
out that. at a time when there are 
Fascist generals, war criminals and 
capitulators in active service, 48 
hours have been enough for remov- 
ing from his post a democratic gen- 
eral who dared to say to his su- 
periors and to public opinion what 
should be done for restoring pres- 
tige and power in the Army. 

"This is simply scandalous. We 
do not hesitate to say that General 
Azz) is right and that the political 
and technical function of a demo- 
cratic Minister of War should be to 
put into effect the principles main- 
tained in the article published by 
ItaNa Libera.” 

L’Unita, Communist paper, takes 





.| "have lost none of their confidence 


Paid} several weeks ago had much to do 


had | year—even to next winter.” 


threat had been offered to Allied 
sources of supply. 
"Authorities here,” he continued, 


in ultimate victory, but privately 


} a the success of the present Nazi 
ve. 

"Incomplete reports from _ the 
battle lines have made it evident to 
strategists here that General Eisen- 
hower has suffered very heavy losses 
in materials, guns, tanks, shells, 
foods and thousands of other items 
and also has taken a beating in 
manpower killed, captured or 
wounded. : 

"It means many weeks and nights 
that might have been spent shoving 
the -advance into Germany must 
now be spent reorganizing battered 
units. It means, in the final analy- 
sis, that barring a hoped for but 
unlikely break for the Allies, the 
fighting may go on far into next 


Meanwhile, in Washington, the 

War Department reported thet at 
least 13,273 Germans had been 
taken prisoner during the current 
offensive, The figure was disclosed 
in an announcement which said 
that the 800,000th German prisoner 
since D-Day was taken on the west- 
ern front on Christmas Eve, 
If it actually takes until late next 
year to lick Germany, it was re- 
ported in Washington, the date for 
victory over Japan will have to be 
moved forward also. It was noted, 
however, that in Asia and the Pa- 
cific, as well as in Europe, much 
of what will happen depends on 
Russian ag = as yet unrevealed. 

There is, for instance, Army News 

Service reported, the question of 
whether and when the Red Army 
will open a full scale offensive 
against Germany on the Polish 
front. The ground is frozen and the 
time is ripe. Since the Germans 
are heavily engaged in the west, 
@ successful Russian assault and 
breakthrough might shorten the war 
somewhat, but in view of what has 
happened in the west, there is no 
reason to believe that those results 
would be either certainly or quickly 
achieved. 
Military men say the Germans 
may be expected to resist and strike 
back in the east with the same 
ferocity they have shown against 
the western Allies. 


Moscow Hearing Rumors 
Of Hungarian Armistice 


MOSCOW, Dec. 28 (AP)—Moscow 
buzzed with talk of a Hungarian 
armistice today and speculation was 
now that the Hungarian Council of 
Ministers had decided on this im- 
mediate objective it would be 
shortly forthcoming. 

No scene for the discussions was 
intimated. 

Observers here saw the ney Hun- 
garian Government shortly putting 
@ good-sized army into the field 
against the Germans. 

The Russian press continued to 
refrain fram comment on Prime 
Minister Cmurchill’s presence in 





Nip Navy Loses Off Mindoro; 
B-29s Raid Tokyo 90 Minutes 





Super Fortresses Carry Out 
One Of Longest Attacks 
Upon Capital City 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 — Super 
Fortresses, raiding Tokyo yesterday, 
bombed target areas in the indus- 
trial suburbs for an hour and a 
half and shot down perhaps the 
largest number of enemy planes yet 
destroyed over the island of Hon- 
shu, where the capital is located, 
the Associated Press said today. 

Quoting one returning pilot, the 
dispatch said that one formation 
alone laid a pattern of explosives 
two blocks wide and seven long 
across an important inlustrial area 
where no missile could fail to hit 
@ war target. 

Early photographs clearly showed 
at least 12 budding bomb bursts 
in the Musashima plant of the 
Nakajima Aircraft Company, tar- 
get of most of the Tokyo raids. 

The Japanese apparently were 
caught by surprise, for the early 
B-29 formations found both ack- 
ack and interception light. But la- 
ter arrivals encountered the stiffest 
opposition yet over the capital. 

Tokyo’s industrial center was lit 
by great fires and returning airmen 
reported that smoke could be seen 
from 80 miles away. The Japanese 
tried out a new defense tactic by 
touching off smudgepots. 

One giant American plane was 
lost in the attack. One B-29 had a 
narrow escape. when one of its 
engines caught fire near its target. 
The fire was extinguished and the 
plane flew on three motors. Then 
another motor failed over Honshu 
and, limping along, it was repeat- 
edly attacked by enemy fighters. 
The big plane warded off 50 passes. 
It was the last to land safely, after 
being in the air 16 hours and 25 
minutes. 


ITALIAN FRONT 
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to west banks—nave been carried 
out in the Gallicano area in what 
would seem to be a line-straighten- 
ing operation. 

’ 

On the oppcsite end of the 5th 
Army front, a general lull prevailed, 
with heavy caliber enemy guns fir- 
ing at the strongly-held Allied po- 
sitions in the area of M. Grande, 
the official communique said yes- 
terday. 

In the central sector, several pa- 
trol clashes took place around M. 
Sole and Pianaro, south of Bologna, 
with no changes in positions re- 
ported. 

Several enemy aircraft were over 
the area south and southwest of 
Bologna Tuesday night, dropping 
bombs and leaflets. 

On the 8th Army front, Canadian 
patrols, driving northeast along the 
east bank of the Senio River, con- 
tacted strong enemy positions in the 
southern outskirts of Alfonsine. 
Mopping-up operations continued 
yesterday along the east bank of the 
Naviglio Canal between Bagnaca- 
vallo and Faenza, while Allied fight- 
ing patrols were active along the 
Senio, north and south of High- 
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Tom McGuire’s 38th 
Nears Bong’s Record 


MINDORO, P ines, Dec. 28 
—Major Thomas uire of San 
Antonio, Tex., leading a fighter 
group escorting Liberators in a 
bombing raid upon Manila yes- 





terday, three Japanese 

planes to his total to 38. 
This put within shooting 

range of the 40 enemy planes 


credited to Maj. Richard I. Bong, 
Poplar, Wis., top American ace. 
The Liberators, bombing Clark 
Field, 150 miles north of the Min- 
doro Island bases of the Yanks, 
brought dewn 13 of 20 Jap planes 
which attempted to intercept. 


De Gaulle Suggests 
Deputies Go Easy 


PARIS, Dec. 28 (AP)—Interven- 
ing in an Assembly debate on be- 
half of the French 





Minister. of 
State, Jules Jeanneney, former 
President of the prewar Senate, 
Gen. Charles de Gaulle held out 
the olive branch to members of the 
old Chamber of Deputies who fol- 
y+ eng Petain until "things becam: 
clear.” 
The Chief of the French Provi- 
sional Government absolved by im- 
lication all Frenchmen who fol- 
owed Petain in good faith. 
Jeanneney was attacked because 
of his role in an office 
in the Vichy National Assembly. 
Youle rose to his cones. say- 
" most everyone 
at first thought he was se his 
country according to his conscience. 
The real responsibilities date from 
the moment when became 
clear and definite; and you know 
that very well.” 
The Assembly, including resist- 
ance delegates, applauded. 
Adrien ‘Tixier, ister of Jus- 
tice, told the Assembly that the 
departmental committees of lib- 
eration are to be maintained and 
that there will be a progressive re- 
turn to republican legality. 
He said that 31,000 municipal 
councils have been reestablished 
and that all the prefects appointed 
under the Vichy regime already 
been suspended or dismissed. There 
had been 5,000 decisions to dis- 
charge, arrest or suspend police 
officers. 


France, Ifaly To Resume 
Diplomatic Ties Again 


ROME, Dec. 28—Negotiations for 
the resumption of diplomatic rela- 
tions between France and Italy are 
well under way, Armando Rossini, 
chief of the Italian Government 
press bureau said yesterday. There 





and the remaining problems, Ros- 
sini said, "can easily be settled by 
virtue of the new spirit which ani- 
mates the Italian nation.” 

One of the subjects under dis- 
cussion between Couve de Murville, 
French representative on the Ad- 
visory Council for Italy, and an 
Italian Government representative 





way 9. 


Tunis. 





Rundstedt's Large Plan 
Was Blitz Reich Victory 





LONDON, Dec. 28—Field Marshal 
Gerd von Rundstedt, engineer of the 
German counteroffensive on the 
western front, planned to be in 
Brussels on Christmas Day and to 
spend New Year’s in Paris, the Lux- 
embourg radio quoted a German 
prisoner today as having said. 
Runastedt planned to seize Lux- 
embourg on Dec. 17, Liege and Metz 
on Dec. 18 and Antwerp on Dec. 22, 
the report said. In addition, Aachen 
and all other Allied-held German 
territory were to be freed. 

The offensive was said to have 
been preceded by pep messages by 
Hitler, and on Dec. 11, a recorded 
speech, allegedly made by Hitler, 
was relayed to all troops by a system 
of loudspeakers. 

In this speech, Hitler promised 
that never again would the German 
Army retreat and that the Allied 








a similar position. 


Athens or the turn of events there. 








armies would be completely anni- 





hilated with the help of new secret 
weapons and thousands of tanks 
and airplanes. 

On Dec. 14, the prisoner said, an 
order from Hitler was read to offi- 
cers saying, "The German Army will 
break through to the Channel. It 
must bring the war to an end within 
six weeks.” Simultaneously, a mes- 
sage was flashed to German garri- 
sons on the Atlantic and Channel 
coast, ordering them to hold out 
while relief was coming. 

While the offensive was underway 
success reports were issued to the 
troops to bolster up their morale. 
German prisoners taken 
Luxembourg sector said they were 
told as early as Dec. 17 that the 
German offensive near Aachen had 
penetrated to a depth of 37 miles 
on a 75-mile front, that Liege had 
already been captured and that 


co) 


| any 


Jap Warships Strike First 
Counterblow Of Battle; 
Yanks Repulse Them 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 — Japa- 
nese . s their first 
counterblow in the Philippines 

the American invasion of 
Island, southwest of Ma- 
nila, stood offshore yesterday and 
shelled Yank positions, General 
Douglas MacArthur’s, communique 
today 


were repulsed when Ameri- 
can air and naval units struck back. 
Three J; 


lapanese destroyers were 
sunk in the ensuing battle, and hits 
cruiser, ‘Three remaining destroy. 
cruiser. “4 
ers withdrew after “inaccurate “nA 
fruitless” shelling of the coastal 


area. 

The Associated Press said this 
pooemesy was the “violent reac- 

n” which has been ex 
Japan ever since the Navy-borne 
U. S. Army Forces landed on the 
island 150 miles from Manila on 

. 15. It was also the first time 
the Japanese Navy has stuck out 
its neck to any ap jable length 
since the great battles of the Phil- 
ippine area Oct. 22-27 in which 14 
major Jap warships were sunk and 
more than a score damaged. 

The Japanese failure to mount 
land opposition yet has en- 
abled the Americans to establish 
themselves firmly upon the south- 
west corner of Mindoro, bring in 
supplies and build airfields from 
which their planes have been rang- 

over the region. 

eanwhile, the Navy Department 
announced that 30 Japanese ships, 
including a large aircraft carrier, 
four destroyers and a converted 
light cruiser, have been sunk by 
American submarines and by com- 
bined sea and air action recently off 
Mindoro and in other Far Eastern 
waters. 
P a air Fe Roe 
or ten enemy or barges yes- 
terday. Heavies and mediums 
smashed at airfields and shipping 
at Davao on Mindanao Island. En- 
emy planes made local attacks on 
the Tacloban area on Leyte and 
caused minor damage. Americans, 
still mopping up on Leyte, killed 
another 800 Japanese. 

General MacArthur’s communi- 
que commented that one of the 
strange features of the last phases 
of the Leyte campaign was the dis- 
appearance of General Suzuki, com- 
mander of the 35th Japanese Army. 
He was last heard of at Valencia, 
north of Ormoc, and it appeared 
likely, Reuter’s pointed out, that 
he had deserted his troops. 


Count Sforza Withdraws 
From Italian Government 


ROME, Dec. 28 — Count Carlo 


of High Ocaunaissioner tor @rnetions 
9) g mmissioner for ctions 
are no territorial claims involved, against Fascism in the Italian Gov- 
ernment. It was learned today that 
he will be succeeded by Justice Giu- 
seppe Pagani of the Court of Cas- 
sation ‘(Italian Supreme Court). 
Pagani has been head of the Epura- 
pwd Committee of the Ministry of 
ustice. 


Sforza’s resignation ends his of- 


is the status of Italian subjects in| ficial connection with the Govern- 


ment. In the first cabinet of Prime 


Minister Ivanoe Bonomi he was 
Minister Without Portfolio. He was 
considered for the post of Prime 


Minister or Foreign Minister in the 


new Government until the British 
Government said it would not wel- 
come such an appointment. 


Sforza withdrew his name from 


consideration and later declined an 
invitation from Bonomi to become 
Ambassador to the United States. 


Confirmation Of Suicide 


By Von Kluge Reported 


LONDON, Dec. 28 (UP)—Confir- 


mation that Marshal Gunther von 
Kluge committed suicide. was re- 


today by BBC in a broad- 


cast to Germany. 


The broadcast claimed that an 


order from Hitler’s headquarters 
dated August 31 and signed by Mar- 
shal Wilhelm Keitel says that Kluge 
committed suicide after 


"turning 


over command in the west” owing 
to the burden of responsibility for 
the outcome of the Normandy bat- 
tle. The order adds that there was 





Metz was expected to fall by noon 
of the following day. 


to be no further discussion of the 
iincident. 
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Barrage Of Ticklish 
Queries Hits Charlie 





Chaplin by sec 
comedian stand beside the 


in yesterday 
claims was born of a hectic romance 
timillionaire actor. 
ttorney Sane Se Sees eevee Sip aie of Se peieeniy suit 
court’s 
4-month-old Carol Ann Berry to de- 


permission to have the 





the child was conceived, held the 
child about two yards away from 
the actor and the jurors looked from 
one to the other for two minutes. 

The comedian, almost sphinx-like 
in contrast to his outbursts of the 
first day of the trial, took the wit- 
ness stand and said ”No, I did not. 
That is not true,” or otherwise 
voiced the negative 34 times yester- 
day. 

He specifically denied allegations 
of four sexual intimacies in Decem- 
ber 1942. The intimacies were al- 
leged from the stand previously by 
his 24-year-old former drama pupil 
who contends that Carol Ann was 
begotten by him that month. 


NO MORE DATES 


He said, "No,” to such questions 
by his attorney as: "Did you in 
November 1942 or any time after 
have sexual intercourse with Miss 
Eerry? Did you tell her (when Miss 
Berry disclosed the pregnancy) that 
"for all I know I might have a lot 
of other children running around?’ 
Did you tell her "You know my views 
on marriage, I don’t believe in it?’” 

Chaplin’s lawyer, Charles E. Milli- 
kan, announced that he planned to 
call two physicians today and a 
third on Friday to tell of b tests 
made last February of the comed- 
ian’s, Miss Berry’s and the baby’s 
blood. The tests indicated, the phy- 
sicians reported, that Chaplin was 
not the father. 

Besides the doctors, Millikan said 
he has one other witness. Joan’s 
attorney, Joseph Scott, said he 
would cross examine the physicians 
and the case probably would not 
be submitted to the jury before early 
next week. 

Chaplin, natty in a double 
breasted blue suit, was led, point by 
point, by his attorney over Miss 
Berry’s testimony of last week. 

”On the morning after the alleged 
sex act of Dec. 23, 1942,” Millikan 
asked, "did you tell Joan, ‘Even 
though we spent last night together, 
I still want you. Let’s go to bed’?” 

"T did not,” Chaplin replied. 

"Did you say ‘Let’s go. It might 
be interesting’?” 

"No, I did not.” 

"Did you get undressed?” 

"No, I did not.” (Loudly) 

"Did you walk around in front of 
® mirror, flex your muscles and say, 
"Do f look like Peter Pan?’” 

"No, I did not.” 

Chaplin sometimes picked at his 
cheek, throat or chin with his fore- 
finger. He coughed and shifted in 
his chair. 
™" Dec. 10, 1942, in front of the 
fireplace or in any other place did 

ou have sexual intercourse with 
iss Berry?” 

"I did not.” 


"ON THE NIGHT OF ...” 


to 
was there a young girl 
robed and were you lying at the 
foot of the bed?” 

"That is not true.” (Softly) 

"Did you tell Miss Berry, ‘I am a 
great artist. I’ve got to protect my- 
Self. Babies are just a biological 
mistake’?” 

"IT did not.” 

*Did you say, I”ll spend my entire 
——. T’ll blacken your name’?” 

’ ” od 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hanni, manager of 
the apartment house where Hans 
Ruesch, a writer, formerly resided, 
testified that she admitted Miss 
Berry to Ruesch’s apartment on the 
night of Dec. 30, 1942 and ”then she 
disrobed and put on pajamas.” 

Joan had told the jury previously 
that it wasn’t until after Mrs. Hanni 
left that she donned a pair of 


Archbishop Installed 





nani, Apostolic to the 
United States, Ay. pre- 
late. At 52, Archbishop Ritter, son 
pA - bed Albany, a is 

0! oungest United 
States to attain this rank. 








CHARLIE CHAPLIN 
.» like Peter Pan? ..« 





Ruesch’s pajamas. Joan stated that 
she was in love with Ruesch and he 
was a genius, Mrs. Hanni asserted. 
Miss Berry denied this earlier in 
the day. 
OFFICERS TESTIFY 

Millikan called a pair of Tulsa, 
Okla. peace officers to the stand. 
Riley Stuart, detective, who said he 
had first met Miss Berry on Jan. 
23, 1943, said he had a conversation 
with her when she was brought to 
the police station in connection with 
some checks she had presented to a 
Tulsa department store. He testi- 
fied that Miss Berry had told him 
she had spent the day and night 


with J, Paul Getty, millionaire Tulsa ing 


oilman at the Mayo Hotel and that 
he would take care of the checksy 
if she could reach him. 

O. C. Lassiter, former Assistant 
Tulsa County Attorney, said he met 
her five days later. At that time 
he said that Miss Berry told him 
she was in Tulsa because she wanted 
to be with an unnamed oil man who 
was going to marry her if he could 
get rid of his wife. 


Florida Citrus Fruit Crop 
All Right After Cold Snap 


TAMPA, Fila., Dec. 28 (ANS)— 
Plorida’s citrus crop apparently es- 
caped unharmed in this week’s cold 
snap but truck growing areas re- 

losses. The Federal-State 
Frost Warning Service reported 
temperatures down to the 20s. 

Because of advance warning 
truck gardeners harvested as many 
marketable vegetables as possible, 
thus curtailing loss ingthe Lake 
Okeechobee section where the ther- 
mometer had dropped to the low 
30s. The citrus crop, which was buf- 
feted and damaged in the October 
—* suffered no appreciable 





Solons Call Meeting 
To Discuss Postwar 
World Peace Setup 


WASLINGTON, Dec. 28 (UP)— 
The Senate’s leading international- 
ists, headed by Republicans Joseph 
H. Ball (Minn.), Harold H. Burton 
(Ohio), and Democrats Carl A. 
Hatch (N. Mex.), and Lister Hill) 
(Ala.), plan a meeting soon to con- 
sider means of preventing the 
mounting “disillusionment” over 
political developments in Europe 
from upsetting hopes of an ‘Ameri- 
can participation in a new world 
peace organization. 

It was revealed the meeting 
would not only be devoted to map- 
ping strategy for the coming peace 
treaty fight in the Senate but would 
seek to muster greater support for 
Mr. Roosevelt in an attempt to 
strengthen his hand at the next 
conference with Churchill and 
Stalin. 

This meeting has been tentatively 
scheduled for sometime in January, 
soon after the 79th Congress con- 
venes at which will be seated such 
newly elected internationalists as 
Republicans Leverett Saltonstall 
(Mass.), Wayne L. Morse (Ore.), 
are J. William Fulbright 

The strategy to be followed is 
still indefinite, but Hatch told the 
United Press he favored "some- 
thing to bring about closer cooper- 
ation between the President and the 
Senate.” 

Sen. Warren Austin (R., Vt.), said 
the President must be supported 
and the United Nations organiza- 
tion set up before the war ends 
because, "it is the best way to es- 
tablish the conditions that will 
postpone as far as possible another 
war.” 


Spokane Firemen 
Hurt In Big Blaze 





SPOKANE, Wash. Dec. 28 
(ANS)—Am unconscious fireman 
dangled head downward from a 
lifeline 40 feet above the street 
for tense minutes last night until 
a ladder could be erected to rescue 
him during a warehouse fire. 

The crowd which watched anx- 
iously was unaware that another 
fireman, Walter F. Gustafson, 49, 
had been found dead in the build- 
Fire officials said they had 
been unable to determine whether 
he had been killed in a fall or 
suffocated by smoke. 

A third fireman received a pos- 
sible fracture of both hips when 
he half slid and fell five stories 
to the street. 

The three were among several 
men fighting the fire in merchan- 
dise on the top floor of the fire- 
proof Lomax Grimmer warehouse. 
They were driven out by smoke. 

One of the trio, Dan Bowton, 
attempted to slide down but be- 
came entangled in the lifeline and 
apparently lapsed into unconsci- 
ousness from'the smoke. He dan- 
gled at the end of the line until 
a ladder was raised, The second 
man, Bob Snoddy, apparently lost 
control part way down his lifeline 
and fell more than slid the dis- 
tance to the street. 


One Reason 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Dec. 28 
(ANS)— Dr. Earnesta Hooton, Har- 
vard anthropologist, today explained 
the cause of the cigarette shortage. 
"Boys in foxholes with their lives 
endangered are nervous and miser- 
able and want ls. Since ‘ey 





can’t have them they smoke ciga- 
rettes.” 





Penicillin May Soon 
Flavor Toothpastes 


LONDON, Dec. 28 — Penicillin 
may soon appear in toothpastes to 
combat bacteria in the mouth and 
throat, Sir Alexander Fleming, the 
discoverer of the 


Nearly all minor infections of 
the throat, nose and mouth are 
caused microbes which are 
to penicillin, Sir Alex- 
ander declared. "The ” he 
said, "is to get the penic to 
the microbes.” 

Penicillin, he added, is no cure- 
all. He said he has received num- 
erous pathetic letters from per- 
sons suffering from tuberculosis 
and rheumatoid arthritis, neither 
of = yields to penicillin treat- 
ment. 


Death Leap Blamed 
On Lady Robin Hood 


NEW YORK, Dec. 28 (ANS)— 
Oscar Gropper, 57, Fifth Avenue 
leather goods merchant, leaped to 
death from a hotel window earl 
today, leaving a note which said, 
"Lady Robin Hood,” bookkeeper 
who gave away 40,000 dollars of his 
money had ruined him financially. 

Police found the pajama clad body 
of Gropper, president of Groppers 
Inc., on the sidewalk nine stories 
below his three-room suite in Hotel 
Blackstone on East 58th Street. 

Gropper left three notes, one 
each to his wife and daughter and 
a third to attorney Millard Ellison. 
The note to Ellison was reported to 
have contained Gropper’s statement 
that his former bookkeeper’s gifts 
to fellow employees and friends had 
ruined him. 

The preliminaries to Gropper’s 
death began Dec. 8 when Mrs, 
Madeline Dunnigan, 22-year-old 
wife of a Navy yard worker, walked 
into the New York District Attor- 
ney’s office and confessed she had 
been financing personal philan- 
thropies with Gropper’s money. 

Mrs. Dunnigan confessed she 
started taking money to pay her 
father’s medical expenses. Later she 
gave pay raises to fellow employees, 
cash gifts to friends and leather 
toilet kits to servicemen overseas. 

Under arrest for grand larceny 
she is said to have used little or 
_ of the stolen money person- 
ally. 








Young Grandma Is New 
Portsmouth, N. H., Mayor 


PORTSMOUTH, N. H., Dec. 28 
(ANS)—A recount last night gave 
Portsmouth its first woman mayor 
—an attractive, youngish, widowed 
grandmother who once won the 
title of Miss Portsmouth in a beauty 
contest. Mrs. Mary C. Dondero, de- 
feated for the post two years ago 
by fewer than 100 votes, emerged 
victorious by seven votes last night 
over Republican Ira A. Brown, 

The winner, about 50, is serving 
her fifth consecutive term in the 
state legislature. She has four 
daughters, one a Wac. 





Air Raid Wardens Prepare 
For Possible Robombing 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 (ANS) 
—The Office of Civilian Defense 
has issued instructions for defense 
against robot bomb and rocket 
bomb attacks. The instructions 
sent to State Defense Councils to 
be passed on to the public OCD 
pointed out that little or no ad- 
vance warning is possible, adding: 

"The public should realize the 
danger and be constantly on the 
alert, particularly along coastal 





Ballot Officials Say 
About 2,800,000 
Gls Voted This Fall 


By Army News Service 





best 

tion officials place the service vote 
im the recent Presidential race at 
around 2,800,000, the Associated 


reported. 
This is far below the 3,392,000 
estimated by state officers r to 
the Nov. 7 election. But it is a far 
greater entage Service 
strength t that recorded in the 
1942 Congress’onal elections. 

The total military and civilian 
vote this year was 47,971,156, ac- 
cording to Associated Press figures. 
The only official figure available on 
potertial voters in the armed ser- 
vices was that furnished by the 
Census Bureau. It listed males in 
uniform as of Jan. 1, 1944, at 7,- 
860,000. The actual figure on poten- 
tial service votes is higher con- 
sidering the fighting growth since 
then, women eligibles, and the fact 
that uniformed men and women as 
young as 18 are allowed to vote in 
Georgia. 


CHANGE IN PERCENTAGE 


But based on that total of 7,- 
860,000, the 1944 estimate of the 
service vote is around 35 percent. 
That compares with less than one- 
half of one percent who voted in 
the off-year elections in 1942. 

In a message to Congress last 
January urging a new Federal bal- 
lot law, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt said that only 28,000 out 
of the 5,700,000 in the service voted 
two years ago. 

The Census Bureau and the Fed- 
eral Ballot Commission are trying 
to find out the total service vote 
for 1944. The best they can hope 
for is a guess, as few states tabu- 
lated their military and civilian 
ballots separately. 

The Federal Ballot Commission 
will report to Congress within three 
or four weeks the total number of 
Federal ballots as distinguished 
from the lengthier state ballots 
received in the 20 states which au- 
thorized them. Pending a mor: 
complete estimate of the military 
vote, official returns and estimates 
from 24 states today placed it at 
1,399,208 ballots. 


VOTE BY PARTIES 


Only five states broke down the 
vote by~parties: Colorado, Mary- 
land, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 
Rhode Island. They gave Roosevelt 
293,328 and Dewey, 207,063, or 
roughly three to two in the Presi- 
dent’s favor. 

Here’s the way 24 states recorded 
or estimated their uniformed bal- 
loters ("X”" denotes only an esti- 
mate): 

Alabama, 5,000 (X); Colorado, 

348; Connecticut, 39,419 (xX); 
Florida, 27,492; Illinois, 200,000 (xX), 
Iowa, 47,362; Kansas, 30,397; Ken- 
tucky, 31,672 (X); Maryland, 34,548; 
Minnesota, 62,517. 

Missouri, 79,277 (X); Montana, 
9,340; Nebraska, 23,454; New Hamp- 
shire, 12,212; New Jersey, 160,329; 
New Mexico, 7,032; North Carolina, 
49,541; Ohio, 164,472. 

Oregon, 33,377; Pennsylvania, 
255,226; Rhode Island, 23,100; Ten- 
nessee, 27,933; Virginia, 38,475; Wy- 
ts) . 1885 (xX). 

Hee how five states divided 
their service votes by parties: Col- 
orado, Roosevelt — 14,419, Dewey — 
13,386; Maryland, Roosevelt—20,317, 
Dewey—13,231; New Jersey, Roose- 
velt—95,581, Dewey—64,748; Penn- 
sylvania, Roosevelt—146,820, Dewey 
—107,7189 and Rhode Island, Roose- 
velt—15,191, Dewey—7,909. 


New Back? 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 28 (ANS)— 
Actress Elyse Knox and her hus- 
band Lt. Tom Harmon, former All- 
America football player at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, are expecting 
a baby next July, she has an- 








areas.” 


nounced. 
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The Willing Work 


Dear Editor: 

Soldiers must realize that our 
country will be in their hands to a 
large extent after they get home. 


It will be up to them to create) j, 


conditions to their liking. I see in 
print many soldier letters wonder- 
ing what the country will do for 
them, It can be said now that the 
country will do just what the sol- 
diers make it do, and not much 
more. This is still a democracy. 
The people do the voting but even 
so, no government can support its 
people, It is the people who sup- 
port the government and make it 
useful as 2 means to create oppor- 
tunities so a man who is diligent 
and worthy can enjoy the results of 
his labor. If soldiers are expecting 
a life of ease and no work, let them 
forget it now. It just can’t be that 
way. The Lord decreed that man 
must earn his bread by the sweat 
of his brow. Soldiers injured in the 
war will be supported so that their 
lots will not be any harder. 

First, among the soldiers them- 
selves, there will be a wild scramble 
for the soft jobs with good pay, but 
the soft jobs will not go around. 
Some will have to plow, run mach- 
ines, fire locomotives, build cars, 
make soap, weave cloth, etc. 
People at home will be glad to see 
the soldiers but after the first few 
months when the jobs, the farms, 
the factories and es are in their 
hands, those working will not want 
to support those who do nothing. 
History has a way of repeating it- 
self. Ancient Rome fell because the 
people tried to live without work. 

—Lt. Robert M. Prichard 


Whole Dog Gone 


Dear Editor: 

A few days ago, two .men with 
rank were seen putting my dog 
into their peep. I purchased this 
dog (a dachshund) Rome and I 
nursed him through several ill- 
nesses, I and all my buddies here 
have become attached to this dog. 

He is a small brown dog, about 
half a dog high, andwa dog and a 
half long. 

I am appealing to these men as 
sportsmen and asking them to give 
@ guy back his only pet. 

I paid good money for him and 





have his pers. How about it, 
a please have my dog 
c 


—T-4 C. J. Dolan 


Better Films 


Dear Editor: 

The implication that a GI is but 
a robot clothed in OD and devoid 
of all sensibilities is the most ig- 
nominious injustice of all. My ire 
aroused. I hew to the written 
line and appeal to all that’s hu- 
mane. 

I refer to the well meaning ele- 
ment whose job it is to select films 
for the enjoyment of men over- 
seas. They grossly underestimate 
our intelligence and ability to ap- 
preciate anything worth while. I 
allude to the numerous class "Z” 
abortions of moronic nature that 
infest our camps. 


but in form of entertainment 
rather than of ridicule. We could 
use a respite from these insipid 
musicals, weak plots, and obvious 
flag wavings. Good dramas are 
sent overseas, but they are sup- 
posedly above the average GI, 
hence are rarely shown in camps. 
Are International, Monogram, and 
Republic the only studios making 
pictures these days? As a play, 
"Barretts of Wimpole _ Street” 
spoke for itself. Would not a pic- 


same? We could certainly use 
more like "Going My Way” and 
less "Everybody Happy!” 

I believe I voice the sentiments 
of the average GI when I say they 
appreciate and want better films. 
They will provide stimulus to 
thought and discussion plus a wel- 
come relief from the banal. 

—Set. Roy Jorgensen 





Invitation 


Dear Editor: 

With reference to Lt. Ben Sher- 
man’s letter in The Stars and 
Stripes, Dec. 28 issue, I have had 
the same idea for some time. I 
intend holding a meeting of all 
interested parties to discuss the 
arrangement of shooting matches 
in CMF. This meeting will be 
held at UDF Adm. HQ. (Main) on 
Friday, Jan. 5th at 2:30 PM in 
Room 49, 

I shall be glad if every unit in 
the Rome Area, which is inter- 
ested in shooting, would send a 
representative, or if unable to do 
so, would get in touch with me at 
the above address before Jan. 5th. 

I should also be glad to see a 
representative from the Italian 





Army. 
—Capt. Harry van der Merwe 











WHEN IN ROME 


Today 








STAGE 
ENSA’s Argentina Theater, Largo 
Argentina, Opera: Today, 4:00 PM., 
"Rigoletto;” Tomorrow at 3:15 PM.. 
"Traviatta;” Sun., 4:00 PM., "Barber 
of Seville.” On the stage: "Someone 
At The Door.” Comedy thriller. 7:30 


SCREEN 


ARC movie house—Barberini, Piazza 
Barberini. Four shows daily: 3:00, 5:00, 
7:00, 9:00 PM. "Dragon Seed,” Kath- 
erine Hepburn and Walter Huston. 


Tickets for British soldiers may 
be obtained at the information desk, 
Alexander Club — Via Venti Set- 
tembre. 

ENSA Supercinema—Via Nazionale 
nd Via Agostino Depretis. "Two Girls 
And A Sailor,” June Allyson, Gloria 
De Haven. All week. Continuous from 
2:00 PM. Last show at 8:00 PM. 

CLUBS 

Visit the ARC EM Club. Casino 
delle Rose. Conducted tours at 9:06 
AM and 2:00 PM plus daily activities. 
Snatk bar open 9:00 AM to 8:00 PM. 
Sunday, Dec. 31: 

3:00-5:00 PM.—New Year’s Eve Dance 
7:00 PM.—New Year’s Eve Party. 
ARC Officers’ Club—Hotel Barber- 
ini. Piazzi Barberini. 

Tours at 9:00 AM and 2:00 PM. 


RESTAURANTS 


GI restaurants open 10:30 AM to 
1:30 PM; 4:30 to 7:00 PM. Beat the 
black market—eat at Home.” 

Ristorante Roma, 35 Piazza Poll. 

Ristorante San Carlo, 120 Corso 
Umberto. 

Ristorante Castaldi for GIs on day 
leave, 15 Via Nazareno. 

Ristorante Amedeo, 17-19 Via Fabio 
Massimo. 

Restaurant Del Gambero, 11-17 Via 
Del Gambero, for day leave EM. 














nurses and uniformed gyests; open 7 
Via Parma. 

Air Forces Rest Camp Restaurant— 
Largo Teatro Valle, 11:30 AM to 3:00 
PM, and 4:00 PM to 6:30 PM. 

Nirvanetta Supper Club. Dinner at 
7:30 PM. Cabaret and Bar. Allied 
officers. Largo Tritone. 

CURFEW 

All civilian and Allied personnel 

curfew at midnight. 


VATICAN MUSEUM 


Vatican Museum open daily except 
Sundays and Holy days. 9:00 AM to 
2:00 PM. Admission 25 lire which also 
admits visitors to St. John Laterin 
Mission Museums. Viale Vaticano, 
right wall of Vatican City. Competent 
guides, parking space. 





Radio Program 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY 
STATION 
ROME 
Friday, December 29 
HIGHLIGHTS 
6:30—Reveille Roundup—News 
10:00—Everybody’s Music 
11:30—Sammy Herman Trio 

11:45—Personal Album 
12:30—News 
1:00—Shining Hour 
1:30—Vaughn Monroe 
2:00—BBC News 
3:00—Radio Newsreel 
§:00—Frank Morgan 
5:30—Bob Crosby 
6:00—News—Waltztime 
7:00—News ve 
9:00—Mystery Playhouse 
9:30—Boston Symphony 
11:00—News From The States 


695 K 432 M 





Restaurant for American officers, 


11:30—Sign Off 


ture of the same caliber do the Ehis 





WITH THE 5TH ARMY, Dec. 27 
(Delayed)—Like so many others, 
Sgt. Joseph McAleer, with a com- 

y on Mt. Belmonte, was sweat- 
Ee on a baby. It would be born 
about Christmas time. 

As a matter of fact, Joe was 
sweating out twins, for his wife in 
her last letter had written the 
doctor had heard two heartbeats. 

But unlike others, the 27-year- 
old assistant platoon sergeant t 
have to sweat it out for long. Rob- 
ert Vermillion, United Press war 
correspondent, happened to talk to 
him Christmas Eve. When the story 
hit New York, United Press checked 
= ane out the baby was born 


So last night — you normally 
weren’t able to get to McAleer’s 
position in daylight — Vermillion 
went back up to crown the man a 
father. 

McAleer was sleeping but woke 
up upon our approach. 

"Congratulations,” said Vermil- 
lion. | "You're the father of a baby 


Films are a necessary diversion,| pir) 


Strange Reaction... 


Naturally we expected some sort 
of an explosion. New dads always 
do, according to Hollywood pictures 
and Esquire cartoons. Furthermore, 
we’d heard McAleer was a very 
demonstrative talkative guy, as are 
all men of Brooklyn, it seems. 

But McAleer only grunted a half- 
believing “yeah?” and then as the 
fact seeped into his sleepy mind he 
grinned and repeated the “yeah,” 
time as an exclamation. He 
stirred from his blankets and sat up. 

The commotion had awakened 
Joe’s buddies who offered muffled 
congratulations and then lay back 
to hear Joe’s line of chatter with 
the visitors. 

But for once Joe wasn’t talkative. 
Probably it was because he was still 
gripped by sleep, for he was getting 
his first real rest in many days. 
Perhaps it was because of the im- 
mensity of the event—through him 
there had been birth, just as now 
he was a man trained to kill. But 
McAleer, though he might have 
been thinking such thoughts, was 
quiet. Only a pleased happy look 
on his face was evident. 

"How do you feel about it?” 
asked Vermillion, anxious to get a 
good punch line for his story. 

"Fine, I guess.” 

"What is the kid’s name?” 

"We sort of agreed on Barbara 
Ann if it was a girl.” 

"Do you want to send your wif 
@ message?” Vermilliom asked. “ 

Joe thought for a moment and 
then decided he’d certainly like to 
but didn’t know what to say. 

"For christsake that ain’t Joe 
talking is it?’ said a voice in the 
darkness. Joe laughed and turned 
toward his friends. "Help me out 
you guys.” 

Sgt. Walter McKinney, 21, un- 
married, whose father is American 
Consul at Barcelona, Spain, was 
the first to answer: "Here’s your 
chance to say something historic. 
Something like veni, vidi vici.” 


Ask An Old Papa... 


Joe didn’t think that was much 
help and he asked Pfc. Parvin 
Teague of Hot Springs, Ark., who 
has two boys, one who’ll be three 
on Feb. 28, and the other five on 
March 28: "Teague, what did you 
say the first time?” 

"Hell, I’ve forgotten. That was 
a long time ago.” 

Pfc. Charles E. Jones of Breck 
enridge, Texas, was asked the same 
——. He has a three-year-old 

y. 

He answered: "I didn’t say any- 
thing. My wife did the talking.” 
Everybody laughed. 

Lt. Seymour Goldberg of Chicago 
came over to add his comment: 
"That’s a question I'll be asking 
myself soon I hope.” The men 
laughed for Goldberg is himself 
sweating out fatherhood. 

But the best advice came from 
Pfc. Abraham Fochberg of the 
Bronx, who has no children, but 
observed the third anniversary of 
his marriage on Nov. 29. Foch- 
berg’s words came quietly out of 
, darkness: "Just send her three 
little words—I love you—that’s all 
they want to hear.” 

Joe nodded and dictated his 
message: ”Tell Doris I hope you’re 
feeling better honey and don’t 
worry. I love you and miss you.” 
—Sgt. JACK FOISIE 


Insignia 

fm eee pe on Dec. 28 
(ANS) — General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur was wearing his new five- 
star insignia today, beaten out of a 


miscellaneous collection of Filipino, 
Dutch and Australian silver coins 





furnished by aides. 


RELAXATION 





This native of Bombay, India, is beating it out on his charm- 


IN BOMBAY 





Sa 


ing pipe for the benefit of a couple of Yank passers-by, Lt. 

(j.g.) Ernest H. Goldman of Lynn, Mass., and Army Nurse 

Dorothy Crockard. For the nominal sum of one rupee (about 

30 cents) the native struts his stuff with his pet cobra. Lt. 

Crockard, enjoying the performance, looks as though she 

would appreciate the entertainment more if the reptile 
were a little farther away. 





Leyte Win Gives Yanks 
Vital Grip In Philippines 





The Emperor of Japan a few days 
ago made one of his rare visits to 
Shinto Shrine in Tokyo and knelt 
down and prayed for victory in the 
battle of Leyte. The fate of the 
Empire hung upon that battle, the 
Emperor firmly believed. 

But the Emperor’s gods were not 
good to him, nor to the fate of the 
Empire. For, instead of victory, his 
soldiers on Leyte suffered the most 
dismal defeat in Japan’s history. 
The other day General Douglas 
MacArthur could announce that the 
battle had ended—in complete 
American victory. 

The Emperor’s soldiers, broken 
into frightened groups, were trying 
to find refuge in the hills. And the 
Americans, having won the first 
major land battle of the Philippines 
recgnquest, were setting about turn- 
ing the island into a great arsenal 
for future operations. 

One island, of the eight larger 
islands of the archipelago, is com- 
pletely in American hands again. 
Commonwealth President Sergio 
Osmena, with more than a million 
liberated Filipinos now under his 
guidance, already has made pro- 
gress restorine the system. of gov- 
ernment that prevailed before the 
Japanese troops came early in 1942. 

The Provincial Board has been 
reconstituted, and mayors have 
been appointed in more than half of 
the island’s 47 towns. Filipino offi- 
cials after be’ g carefully checked 
have be€n appointed to various of- 


fices. 
ECONOMY UPSET 

The returning Government found 
the island in economic chaos. Os- 
mena told an International News 
Service correspondent in an inter- 
view that everything was taken for 
the Japanese Army. Food was seized 
or bought and paid for with worth- 
less paper invasion money. Civil- 
ians had to get their food from a 
black market and inflation was 
great. 

Now ceiling prices have been fixed 
and a y= set for labor. Fifteen 
million dollars in relief goods have 
been shipped in to aid the Filipinos. 

Since Leyte is primarily an agri- 
cultural country, farmers will get 
help in order to resume production. 
The important hemp industry, in 
which the Philippines enjoy vir- 
tually a world monopoly, is being 
revived. Schools have re- 
opened over much of the island. 

"Like the Fascist rulers of Ger- 
many and Italy, Japan set out to 
plant the seeds of their brand of 
Fascism in the Philippine schools,” 
Osmena said. "Nippongo, a simpli- 
fied Japanese, became a compulsory 
subject. The children were made to 
sing Japanese anthems and bow to 





the rising sun. The enemy tried to 





make them be completely subserv- 
ient to the state.” 

In Leyte, the Yanks have an 
hour-glass shaped body of land 
slightly larger than Deiaware. It 
is some 300 miles from Manila, and 
except for two narrow water jumps 
—to Samar and than to the Legaspi 
Peninsula of Luzon—offers a solid 
land approach to Manila. A 25-mile 
railroad links Legaspi with the Jap- 
held capital. 

While the Americans have moved 
toward Manila from the western 
flank with the landing upon Min- 
doro, it is still possible that Mac- 
Arthur will move some of the divi- 
sions freed by the victory upon 
Leyte north by way of Samar and 
Legaspi. He already holds most of 
southeastern Samar. 


A MILLION SOULS 

Leyte has about a million inhab- 
itants, half of them Christians. The 
island abounds with lakes and 
streams, increasing the danger of 
cholera and malaria. It is traversed 
longitudinally by a mountain range 
with volcanic cones. But on the 
eastern and western fringes there 
is level land where airfields are 
being built, and where, near Taclo- 
ban, the great supply depot, which 


may well equip the future advances 
in the Philippines has been con- 
structed. - 


Leyte patriots were among the 
best organized in the Philippine 
groups. Thousands have been sworn 
into the U. S. Army. For the past 
two and a half years, many of these 
Patriots have m hiding in the 
hills | from the Japanese. Now 
they will probably help mop up 
the remaining Japanese who have 
taken to the hills. 

"The Filipino is a proud man and 
and he does not forget humiliation,” 
an American officer said. ”"The tide 
is turning and the hunted will be- 
come the hunter.” 

—Sgt. JOE BAILY 


Daughter Born To Victim 
~ Of Infantile Paralysis 


BATTLE CREEK, Mich., Dec. 28 
(ANS) — A daughter was born 
Christmas Day to Mrs. G. Hobart 
Hitchcock, 37, victim of infantile 
paralysis, who has spent 15 weeks 
in an iron lung at Community Hos- 
pital. Both the mother, who is the 
wife of an Army captain serving 
with the Ist Army on the western 
front, and the baby were reported 
in good condition today. F 

e delivery consumed an hours 
time. Mrs. Hitchcock was removed 
from the iron lung four times for 
periods of one to two minutes each. 
On these occasions she was given 
artificial respiration. 
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THEY MEET AGAIN 


Capt. Fortunato Camara de Oliveira (left) of Rio de Janeiro, 





pilot with the Ist Brazilian Fighter Squadron in Italy, first 
met S-Sgt. John D. Leighton of Lynn, Mass., when the captain 
was flying commercial aircraft over the Brazilian jungles 
and the sergeant was stationed at a weather post along his 
air route. They met again recently at an airfield in Italy where 


they’re engaged in pretty much the same routine—this time .- 


in war. 


(MAAF Photo) 





Democracy Has Fascism 


Out Of Italy’s Schools 





By Sgt. HERBERT MITGANG 
Staff Correspondent 
ROME, Dec. 28—Italy’s bambini, as you may have noticed, 
are off the streets and in their own cleansed classrooms. The kids 
who’ve had history lessons march past their bombed front door- 
steps are now learning the three R’s, and all the other wholesome 


subjects, out of textbooks whic 


h aren’t boosting anything but 





education. 

Under Fascism fantastic 
things were crammed into the 
heads of students. Economic 
geography, one of the favorite sub- 
jects for distorting the world ac- 
cording to an ambitious chest-beat- 
er’s dreams, taught university stu- 
dents who are supposed to know 
better some very nasty things about 
that country of divorces, gangsters 
and chewing gum addicts—America. 

That spearmint flavored country, 
together with other United Nations 
represented in AQ, is now ringing 
the bell in Italian schools. It took 
money and time and a lot of ex- 
perienced educators, but the job 
well under way. : 


LEARNED CENSORS 


Italian teachers and American 
teachers with bars and leaves on 
their shoulders went about the task 
of ripping, cutting, inserting and 
glueing thousands of books. The 
Fascist series of texts in five ele- 
mentary school classes were re- 
written in ten books of plain facts. 
Of secondary school books, 759 had 
to be confiscated or expurgated 
while 4,117 may still be used. 

In the early days of the educa- 
tional rebirth, the Education Sub- 
commission had to rely on Italian 
materials and imported newsprint, 
but supplies are now coming in 
from the United States. 

Most of the schools have re- 
opened. In the Naples area, practi- 
cally all rural schools are function- 
ing with almost normal enrollment. 
City schools also are open but 
struggling for accommodation. 

Rome presents a special problem. 
Some of the schools are open but 
a few are still -ccupied by the 
Allies or Italian authorities and 
refugees. Italian officials are being 
urged to free the schools they oc- 
cupy, and to repair and disinfect 
others. The Allies, meanwhile, re- 
turned 18 schoolhouses in the past 
two months. This action immedi- 
ately put several young guides out 
of business. 

School attendance in the province 
of Tuscany is, surprisingly, on the 
upgrade. Many a school tower and 
church steeple used by the enemy 
as an OP was partially destroyed in 
the peenase within the last six 
months. 

In Florence the schools on the 
south bank of the Arno River are 
functioning well, but the military 
Situation has prevented much ac- 
tivity on the northern bank. How- 
ever, 2,150 children are attending 











Young Italy Learns 
Of Genuine Freedom 





Officials in the Education Sub- 
commission of the Allied Com- 
mission disclosed that nearly a 
million elementary school text- 
books have been printed in Lib- 
erated Italy since the first Allied 
landings in Sicily in July, 1943. 

The primers now _ resemble 
books used by kids in any demo- 
cratic land. No longer does an 
arithmetic problem read: If I 
have ten single-shot carbines and 
you have one sub-machine gun 
which holds 20 rounds, who can 
kill Il Duce’s enemies quicker? 
(A subtle plug for the Duce and 
his friend in the machine gun 
business.) 








kindergartens in the city and pro- 
vince, 52,800 are at the elementary 
and 9,600 at the secondary schools. 

In Leghorn, an artillery catcher’s 
mitt, all types of schools are open. 
Roughly half the children are back 
at their studies, but many others 
are doing their homework in 
rubbled houses. 


SITUATION LOOKS GOOD 


Reports from other districts are 
encouraging. Most of the schools 
are open in Lucca, Pisa, Pistoia, 
Sienna and Arezzo. School attend- 
ance in Grossetto province is in 
some cases five percent over nor- 
mal, and pew are already being 
perfected open schools in Forli 
and Ravenna, recently deloused of 
the enemy. 

One teacher in Rome, Miss Gio- 
vanna Grauso, described the diffi- 
culties of wartime education this 
way: . 

"It’s a commendable sacrifice on 
the part of parents when they send 
their children to schools. It means 
that Bony of the family income 
earned by the youngsters is cut off. 
Homework po sane core must take 
into account that studies are by 
expensive candle light, and that the 
children haven’t too much nourish- 
ment.” 

Despite tnese difficulties, AC of- 
ficials and Italian educators are 
filling the classrooms with eager- 
eyed children. It’s even possible to 
learn English nowadays. 


‘lenough, and have ships enough to 


Allies Now Learning 
True Nazi Strength, 


Gen. March Says 





By Army News Service 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28—Gen- 
eral Peyton C. March, Army Chief 
of Staff during the first World 
War, declared today that the suc- 
cess of German counteroffen- 
sive in pe can be attributed 
to failure of the Allied High Com- 
mand to properly evaluate infor- 
mation about the Nazi military 
the | wearer News 


March, in an interview on his 
80th birthday, refused to predict 
the war in Europe would be ended 
during 1945 and forecast that U. S. 
Army casualties would mount 
much higher than the American 
public has been led to believe. 

He declared that Field Marshal 
Gerd von Rundstedt’s current of- 
fensive has given the Allied com- 
mand direct information for the 
first time on the large numbers 
of the enemy which must be de- 
feated and beaten back to Berlin. 


AT LAST WE LEARN 


”"We know for the first time the 
offensive power of the enemy and 
will know how many men we have 
to put into the field to beat them 
back to Berlin,” declared General 
March. 

"Now we are at grips with the 
enemy,” the retired Army officer 
asserted. "The people who are 
running the war feel we have 
trained men enough, materials 


finish the job. For the first time 
we are faced with a concrete mili- 
tary problem which we can solve.” 

March declared he has always 
felt that the present war would be 
long and costly but that "definitely 
we will win.” March was critical 
of the Allied Intelligence opera- 
tions in Europe. 

"The movement of 200,000 en- 
emy troops shouldn’t come as 
surprise to anybody,” he stated. 
But, the general continued, beyond 
the failure of Military Intelli- 
gence it was obvious Allied com- 
manders had failed to properly 
evaluate the information they had 
on hand. 


LONG PACIFIC WAR 


Discussing the war against Ja- 
pan, March said, "We have not 
begun to fight.in,the Pacific.” 

The Pacific struggle, he said, 
"will be long and hard, at least 
several years more. They’ve got 
to be killed. No such thing as 
unconditional surrender is known 
to them.” 

March said he hoped the United 
States would emerge from the war 
with "a settled military policy 
based on universal military serv- 
ice. I recommended universal 
military training after the first 
world war and that recommenda- 
tion is still sound. I’m glad to 
see that the program apparently 


fee) 


Giant Smuggling 
Ring Bared In CBI 





NEW DELHI, Dec. 28—A fabulous smuggling ring involving 
scores of American servicemen and civilians in the China and 


Burma-India Theaters, in which 


stolen lend-lease supplies, Gov- 


ernment property, gold currency and other goods were flown over 


the *Hump” into inflation-ridden 
by Army authorities, according 


China, has been largely smashed 
to a delayed Associated Press 


report. The peak years of the ring were 1942 and early 1943, it 
was said, and the resultant investigations, court-martials and 





¢+arrests were made in the past 








France Will Be 36th 
United Nation Jan. 1 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 (AP) 
—France will become the 36th 
member of the United Nations on 
New Year’s Day. 

The State Department an- 
nounced today that France will 
sign declarations by the United 
Nations here that day in the 
presence of representatives of the 
United Nations. 

Under General Charles de 
Gaulle’s Committee of Liberation 
and Provisional Government, the 
country has been considered asso- 
ciated with but not a member of 
the United Nations. 

Ambassador Henri Bonnet will 
sign for France. ‘ 








Belgium Nixes New 
Underground Appeal 


BRUSSELS, Dec. 28—The Bel- 
gium Government today rejected 
an appeal by the leaders of the 
principal underground army groups 
in areas threatened by the German 
advance to be allowed to take part 
in the battle against Field Marshal 
von Rundstedt’s forces, Reuter’s re- 
ported. 

The Government statement said 
that resistance forces could not be 
rearmed, that men of military age 
should present themselves at re- 
cruiting centers and that other men 
should offer their services to the 
police. 

According to the United Press, 
Fernand de Many, leader of the 
Belgian resistance front and re- 
signed minister of the Pierlot cab- 
inet, had also written a letter to 
Maj. Gen. George Erskine, chief of 
the Allied mission, stating that the 
resistance groups could be rounded 
up and rearmed in short order. 

Efforts to calm the Belgians, the 
United Press dispatch said, met 
with the reply: "It’s all right for 
you to be calm, but don’t forget we 
lived with those people for four 








is being adopted by the Adminis- 


years and we don’t want them 
back.” 





tration.” 
Church 


Services 








CATHOLIC 


SANTA SUSANNA, Via Venti Settem. 
bre—Holy Name Society, monthly 
mass and communion at 8:30 AM. 
Masses on Sunday at 0700 and 1030 
hours. Confessions on. Saturday 
night from 1700 to 1900 hours and 
Sunday before all masses. 

GESU CHURCH, Gesu Square—Masses 
on the hour and half-hour from 
0600 to 1200 Sunday. Military mass 
at 0930 hours. Confessions in English 
before and during masses. 


SANTA MARIA CHURCH, Via Santa 
Maria and Corso Umberto—Masses 
on the hour from 0600 to 1200; last 
mass at 1230 hours; confessions in 
English at all masses. 

CHURCH OF ST. MARCELLO AL 
CORSO, Corso Umberto—Masses on 
the hour from 0600 to 1200 hours. 

ST. CLEMENT’S CHURCH, Via San 
Giovanni between Coliseum and St. 
John Lateran’s—Masses at 0600, 0630, 
0700, 0800, 1100 hours; military mass 
at 0900 hours; confessions in English 
before and during masses. 

ST. ALPHONSE, Via Merulana near 
St. Mary Maggiore—Masses at 0515,4 
0645, 0730, 0815, 0900, 1100 hours; mili- 
tary mass at 1000 hours; confessions 
in English before and during masses. 

ST. ISIDORE, Via Degli Artisti — 
Masses at 0645 and 0900 hours; con- 
fessions before and during masses. 

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, Via Buon- 
compagni—Masses every hour. Mili- 
tary mass at 1000 hours. Confessions 
before and during mass; also Satur- 
day from 1100 to 1200 hours and 1700 
to 1900 hours. 

ST. PETER’S BASILICA, Vatican City 
Masses; Sundays at 1100 hours 

C.W.L. CLUB CHAPEL, 161 Via 4 Fon. 


REST CENTER, U. S. Army. Mass at 

0900 in small theater. 
PROTESTANT 

CHRIS‘11AN SCIENCE: Via Della Spa- 
da, 1. Sundays at 11:00 AM.; Wed- 
nesday at 6:30 PM. 

ST. PAUL’S AMERICAN EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH, Via Nazionale and Via 
Napoli—Sunday services, 0800 holy 
communion; 1000 morning prayer 
and sermon; 1900 vesper service; 
weekdays except Monday holy com- 
munion at 0900 hours. 

REST CENTER. U.S Army. Services 
at 1000 in small theater. 

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST, 154 Via 
Urbana—Services Saturday at 0930 
hours. 

AMERICAN METHODIST CHURCH 
Cor. Via Firenza and Via Venti Set- 
tembre—Services at 0900 hours Sun- 
day by an American chaplain; morn. 
ing service at 1000 hours; holy com- 
munion at 1045 hours; service at 1830 
hours by an English chaplain. 

BAPTIST CHURCH, 154 Via Urbana— 
Services Sunday at 1045 and 1630 
hours; Wednesday at 1630; Saturday 
at 1630 hours. Services in Italian 
with English translation 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE, Via Quattro 
Fontana and Via del Quirinale — 
Sunday 1115 hours: Wednesday at 
1915 hours. 

LATTER DAY SAINTS, Casina delle 
Rose—Sunday at 1400 hours. 


JEWISH 
JEWISH SYNAGOGUE, Lungo Tevere 
Cenci—Friday evening service for 
all Allied military personne! will be 
held at the Synagogue Lungo Tevere 
Cenci at 1990 hours. Chaplain 


year. 
Reported to be involved were 
American soldiers, members of the 
famed Flying Tigers, employees of 
the China National Airway Cor- 
poration, United States personnel, 
American Red Cross workers, tech- 
nical representatives of American 
manufacturers and British, Indian, 
Chinese and other civilians. The 
Americans, who were described us 
"go-betweens” for the smuggling 
Syndicate made up of wealthy Chi- 
nese and Indian citizens and 
Greeks with British citizenship, 
have reportedly netted over 4,000,- 
000 dollars in their “small-fry 
activities.” 

YANKS TOOK PART 

American participants were said 
to be involved in 87 major and 213 
minor cases in which Army crim- 
inal action has been completed or 
is underway. Major cases were 
described as involving profits of 
more than 5,000 dollars each. Brit- 
ish, Chinese and Inc’:n officia’: 
are investigating and prosecutiny 
the civilians involved. 
The records showed, said the 
Associated Press, that some A:neri- 
can officers and enlisted men had 
made tremendous profits. Some of- 
ficers of one American troop car- 
rier squadron, were accused of 
amassing an estimated 50,000 dol- 
lars before the authorities stepped 
n. 

Other cases listed, in all of which 
no names wer’ released: 

A staff sergeant cleaned up more 
than 5,000 dollars by smuggling 
gems and gold money in a few 
months’ flights to Chin and by 
selling government prope:.y in 
China’s black market. 

One plane which crashed in the 
Burma jungle en route to China 
was found overloaded with loot. 
The crew members involved used 
every available space on the plane 
to hide the contraband. 

Plane crewmen often concealed 
gems in plane instruments and in 
their underwear. The aut.iorities 
found 500 cartons of British-issved 
cigarettes under the floor boarcs 
of a China-bound plane. 

One American soldier and four 
Chinese aides were caught in Kur- 
ming with 7,000 dollars worth of 
sulfanilimide pills in suitcases. in 
most instances, the drugs were 
government property. 


PISTOLS FOR SALE 


Some American soldiers. sold 

pistols to black market dealers for 
300 to 1,000 dollars apiece. In some 
cases, bandits operating in tke 
China hills had been known to rob 
American supply trucks with 
American pistols. 
The inquiry into thi. smuggling 
ring was begun, one headquarters 
officer told the Associated Press, 
when it was discovered that "much 
of our supplies that took valuable 
space on planes were getting to 
the black market.” 

Though the large scale opera- 
tions are believed to have been 
stopped, there were signs that 
smuggling and black market activ- 
ities are continuing, and the Army’s 
criminal investigation division is 
working on many more cases. 
These investigations are being dir- 
ected by the theater provost mar- 
shal, Col. Harry Cooper of Balti- 
more, Md. 


French Provide Penalty 
For ‘National Indigzity’ 


PARIS, Dec. 28 (UP) — The 
French official journal today pub- 
lished a law defining and providing 
a penalty for the crime to be knowr 
as "national indignity.” 

The law concerns persons Ol 
French nationality w: .o collaborated 
with the Germans, participated in 
the Petain regime or belonged to 
groups favoring Franco - Germar. 
collaboration. 

The accused will be tried by a 
special five-man triounal, to be 
called "civic courts,” and aside from 
the usual penalties which may be 
imposed by other courts, convictior 
of "national indignity” will strip 
offenders of civil rights and the 
right to participate in certain pro- 








Hochman officiating. 
JEWISH MILITARY SYNAGOGUE. 





tana—Masses: Sundays at 1090 hours 
Benediction at 1900 hours. Weekdays 





at 0700 hours. 


Via Balbo, off Via Nazionale—Satur. 
day morning services at 0930 hours 


fessions and offices, notably bank- 
ing, insurance, journalism, educa- 
tion and the administration of 
justice. 
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Hoosiers from 1935-37. 


Maj. George A. Miller, former 

~ center and coach at Indiana, 
; is directing the workouts of 
the 12th AAF Bridgebusters, 
He was a star pivotman for the 


Friday, Dec. 29, 1944 


Directing the 5th’s footballers 
is Capt. Louis J. Bush, Massa- 
chusetts State halfback in 
1931-34 and leading scorer of 
the New England Conference 
in 1932 with 114 points. 

















Spaghetti Bowl 
Will Be Hot Dish 

















”*Spaghetti Bowl Queen” for the 12th AAF is 
attractive Wac Pvt. Frances Maher of Detroit. 
She’s a clerk in a headquarters staff section. 


S-Sgt. Adolph Biasini, 12th 
AAF’s speedy wingman. 





Capt. Lucian Whitaker, 208-pound former ae 

Georgia Military College gridder is slated for ** , meee 

backfield duties with the 12th AAF Bridge- S-Sgt. Robert Geier, 12th AAF 
busters New Year’s Day. pass-snaring end. 


Rarin’ for action and ready to go, here is the probable starting forward wall 
for the 12th AAF team. Left to right: Capt. Charles H. Phaup, Jr., (U. of Rich- 
mond); T-5 Robert Leonetti, (George Washington); S-Sgt. William Carr, 
(Alma) ; Ist Lt. Raymond Songaylo, (Loyola of California) ; Sgt. John Ramsey, 
(Sam Houston Teachers College); S-Sgt. Joseph McShane, (Dayton); T-5 
Antonio Solorzano, (Webster Bears of Los Angeles). Extreme right is Capt. 
Eddie Schultz, former Pittsburgh end coach. (All photos by 12th AAF) 


forme mammeercomannse Soo IRS eoectoamge: Ee 





Sgt. Cecil Sturgeon, 5th Army 





Cpl. Edward Brennan, 5th Army 


The 5th Army’s ”’Queen” will be comely T-5 
Stella Dera of Charlerio, Pa. She’s a typist in 
the A. G,. Personnel Section. 






. tackle stalwart. 


One of the 5th’s ends will be Sgt. Dwight 
Reed of St. Paul, Minn. A machine gun squad 
leader in the 92nd Division, he starred at 
Minnesota from 1935-37. He’s a 190-pounder. 





“A 


quarterback. 


SANTA RRR NF Sate ea tees 
mS Sa ae aN a Y . 








Likely starters for the 5th Army gridders in Monday’s Spaghetti Bowl football 
classic are, left to right on the line: Right end, Ist Lt. Art Lemke, 210; right 
tackle, Cpl. Frank Chismar, 215; right guard, Ist Lt. Charles Henke, 210; center, 
Sgt. Harry Karales, 185; left guard, Cpl. John Powers, 218; left tackle, Sgt. 
Cecil Sturgeon, 235; left end, Cpl. Joe Czajka, 185. The backfield, left to right: 
Right half, Cpl. Laddie Liska, 180; quafterback, Cpl. Edward Brennan, 205; 
fullback, Cpl. John Moody, 230, and left half, Cpl. Gene Stauver, 190. 
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12th AAF Line-Up 
Boasts Big Boys 











NEW YORK, Dec. 24 (Delayed) 
—The Toronto Maple Leajs wal- 
oy the Rangers here last night, 


isfaction every time the Range 

blow a hockey game, which means 

he is yelping practically continu-|assignm 

ously. Ist Lt. Edward J. Shanks of 
This gentleman is Lester Pat- 

yick's tailor. He a Calif., a pilot with a 

cular p -jand tipping scales 

the 
the 5th Army’s 
Cpl. John 


EX-COLLEGE BACKS 


Squadron, played at the College 
of Puget Sound from ’'37 through 


rs keep 
tallor takes!49 and was an All-Northwest 


the Ra 
winning Mr. Patrick's 
the rap. He just doesn’t get any 
of the "Silver Fox’s” suits to clean 


team’s success is resented in in- 
ve’ ratio in Patrick’s sartorial 
getup. 


Looked Shabby 


A few years back the Rangers 
set an unbeaten record of 17 of 


ouse. 
h ndler bet they 
andler ore 
mistake. 

As he surveyed the papers and 
noted the y 


rec- 
ord, Patrick’s tailor no doubt 
longed to blow up Madison Sq 

Garden 


feel a bit sorry for the frustrated 
pants presser. - 

"Hell, no,” said Patrick. “If 
that bird was smart he’d be mak- 
ing a fortune betting on the Rang- 
8 rather than waiting for this 
suit.” 

What Patrick is saying today is 
something else again. But it’s a 
cinch his pants display knife-like 
creases. It also is a cinch that 
the tailor collects regularly from 
the Patrick till for services ren- 

The pants presser surely 
must rub his hands with glee and 
gloat when he looks 
tional Hockey League standings. 
He knows the Patrick business will 
~ booming at least until the war 

over. 


Terrible Flop 


After the Rangers’ terrible flop 
last season and the strong possi- 
bility of an encore this time, Pat- 
rick might be wise to embrace a 
new batch of superstitions. 

In the old days, he had a sure 
cure for a slump. He sent out a 
couple of scouts to scour the 
neighboring country for a hay 
wagon drawn by two white horses. 
Each player would wear a wisp of 
the hay inside his shirt, and gen- 
erally they’d win the next game 
to end the slump. 

Advices from New York reveal 
that four farmers from four states 
now are complaining. The Ranger 
scouts have grabbed A eg, hay 
to fill a good-sized barn. 
of wisps, the players have stuffed 
their shirts full. But still they 
continue to lose. The old hay rem- 
edy obviously has lost its potency. 

As far as we can tell from a 
point several thousand miles re- 
moved, a capable goalie would 
prove more effective for the Rang- 
ers than all the superstition in the 
books. Naturally, none can be ob- 
tained in these parlous times, 
which presents a bit of a problem. 

Perhaps, if he uses his persuasive 
powers, Mr. Patrick could talk his 
tailor into donning the pads for 
a tryout. For two years now the 
tailor has had Patrick’s suits 
without a single intermission. If 
he is at all grateful, he should be 
ready to help Patrick out of a dis- 
crossing and embarrassing situa- 

mn. 





Sid Over Sammy 


Captain of team and quar- 
terback is 2nd Lt. George : 
Barnes of W: i. oh. @ 


pilot with a to reconnaissance 
squadron. 29-year-old, 180- 
pound flyer played at the Uni- 
a of Maryland in 40, °41 and 


The ends are S-Sgt. Adolph P. 3s 


By Pvt. MEL DIAMOND 
Stag Correspondent 

SPAGHETTI BOWL HEADQUARTERS, Dec. 28—The 12th 
AAF football team’s starting line-up, superior in weight both in 
the backfield and on the line to the 5th Army squad named yester- 
day by Capt. Lou Bush; was released late Wednesday afternoon 
by Maj. George A. Miller, head coach of the ”Bridgebusters.” 
Both teams are destined to write grid history at the Spaghetti 
Bowl classic here next Monday, New Year’s Day. 

Shouldering a good part of the running, kicking and passing 

ents at fullback will be+—— - - — 


Command. Rangy| ; 
the at 200) . 
25-year-old Shanks| - 
should be a pretty fair answer to! 
powerhouse back,| 


halfbacks are Capt. Billy : 








Conference back in the last two: > 
the| Years. He’s 25 years old anc’ = 
weighs 185 pounds. 


| 


Biasini of Donora, Pa., and S-Sgt. | 


Robert M. Geier of Cincinnati. 
Biasini played at George Washing- 
ton University in ’39 and °40. An 
Ordnance company clerk, he weighs 
190 pounds and is 25 years old. 

a Service Group clerk, 
played two seasons at the Univer- 
sity of Cincinnati in °38 and ’39. 
He’s the same age as Biasini and 
some 20 pounds heavier. 


McShane of Bellerose, L. I., N. Y. 
and T-5 Robert P. Leonetti of Mt. 
Carmel, Pa. McShane, who played 
at Detroit University from ‘38 
through °41, was drafted before the 
ink had a chance to dry on a con- 
tract he signed with the Detroit 
Lions. He’s 24 years old, weighs 220 
pounds and works in a Radar Cali- 
bration department. 


HUGE LINEMAN 

Leonetti, a signal company lines- 
man, is one of the heaviest men on 
the team at 235 pounds. He’s 21 
years old and was a top gridder at 
George Washington University in 
40 and ’41. 

In the guard positions are Ist Lt. 
Raymond Songaylo of Los Angeles, 
Calif, and Pfc. Gerald Haston of 
Amarillo, Texas. Songayla, a 25- 
year-old, 250-pound giant, played 
three seasons of varsity football at 
Loyola University in Los Angeles in 
39, 40, and ‘41. Like McShane, he 
signed a contract with the Detroit 
Lions in ’41 but was drafted before 
the season began. He is now at- 
tached to an air depot group. 

Haston, who joined the team early 
this week, is a 24-year-old, 205- 
pound radio operator from the 3rd 
Photo Group. He played only one 
season with Texas Tech in ’41, but 
he showed speed and power in his 
workouts here this week. 

Miller’s choice for center is Sgt. 
Aldo Paletti of Clarksburg, W. Va., 
a bomber group cryptographer. The 
25-year-old, 195-pound Virginian 
was a grid standout at Marshall 
College from ’36 through ’39. 


Lions’ Physical Ed Head 
Predicts Athletic Boom 


NEW YORK, Dec. 28—A tremen- 
dous increase in athletic activities, 
both on the college and high school 
levels, following the war, is pre- 
dicted by Prof. Clifford L. Brown- 
ell, head of the department of phy- 
sical education at Teachers College, 
Columbia University. He has just 
returned after two and a half years’ 
service as a lieutenant-colonel in 





the Army Air Forces Com- 
mand. 

Prof ‘ownell bases his conclu- 
sions e type of physical fitness 
progre now being sponsored in 
all di: as of the armed forces. 
In co: st to World War I when 
ated conditioning was left 

gel 1 the hands of drill ser- 


ts nd of organizations such 


gean 
as the ¥ MCA, Prof. Brownell yester- 
RK, Dec. 28 (AP)—"T’ll| day 


ted to the widespread cur- 


NEW YO poin 
still take Sid Luckman over Sammy |rent use of athletics in basic train- 
Baugh as a passer,” said Greasy|ing. Men-who have experienced the 
Neale, coach of the Philadelphia|thrill of competitive sports under 


Eagles at a recent football writers’ 
luncheon here. ”We've been able to 


favorable physical conditions will 
return and demand the same type 


Stop Sammy on occasions, but we|of athletic instruction for their sons, 


hever did halt Sid.” 


'|Veteran Jockey Brings In 





he added 





A mainstay on the 12th AAF 
football team that meets the 
5th in the Spaghetti 
Bowl Jan, 1 will be Cpl. Arthur 
Faircloth, former North Caro- 
lina State halfback in 1941- 
42-43. (12th AAF Photo) 





Pair At 16To1, 118 To 1 


MIAMI, Fila., Dec. 28 (ANS)— 
Jockey Sterling Young, 30-year-old 
New Orleans veteran, gave the long- 
shot players something to holler 
about at Tropical Park yesterday 
with two winners, one at 76 to 1 
and another at 118 to 1. 

Young came home aboard Doc 
Donough in the feature race and re- 
turned 239.20 to his backers. Later 
he scored on Smoke Puff at 154.70 
for a two-dollar ticket. A two-dollar 
parlay on these horses would have 





Jimmy Dykes Nixes 
Unlimited Night Ball 


American rivals 
plenty of trouble trying to make 
the Chisox agree to play unlimited 
night baseball. Dykes said the 

White Sox would play only 14 
night games at home and added 
that he would have no part of 
Clark Griffith’s reported plan to 
play ae except Saturday, 
Sunday and holiday games at 
night in Washi , 

"T'll go along with Washington 
or any other club with lights,” 
Dykes said, "but I’ve decided we 
won't play any night game before 
we leave one city for another. I 
o> A think of some more re.usals 








Toe Blake, Cowley 
In Hot Scoring Race 


MONTREAL, Dec. 28 (ANS)— 
Toe Blake of Montreal and Bill 
Cowley of Boston, both wise in the 
ways of hockey, continued their 
close battle for the scoring leader- 
ship in the National Hockey League 
last week, according to official 
f released yesterday. 

Although they picked up only one 
point apiece they remained atop 
1 heap with Blake leading, 34 to 


Pat Egan of Boston is the league’s 
bad man with 40 minutes in the 
penalty box and the Canadiens 
top the teams in that spot with a 
total of 153. 

LEADING SCORERS 
G 
15 
11 


Blake, Montreal 
Cowley, Boston 
Howe, Detroit 
Lach, Montreal 
Richard, Montreal 
Cc. Smith, Chicago 
Bruneteau, Detroit 
Bodnar, Toronto 
Cain, Boston 
Mosienko, Chicago 
HOCKEY STANDINGS 
w. L. 
14 4 
B 5 
ll 8 
8 il 
3 12 
3 12 


Basketball Scores 


Arkansas 50, Denver 36 

Great Lakes 48, Bunker Hill Naval 4 
Nebraska 54, Pentathlon (Mexico) 40 
Oklahoma Aggies 63, Baylor 16 

Rice 66, West Texas 44 

Temple 33, Tennessee 31 


Montreal 
Detroit 
Toronto 
Boston 
New York 
Chicago 


te de 








returned upward of 16 grand. 


Western Kentucky 81, St. Joseph's 48 
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1944 Sports 


' 





——— —— ) 


Champions 











The Stars and Stripes presents 
a list of. the amateur and profes- 
sional sports champions of 1944 
for your reference, Part three will 
be published in tomorrow’s paper. 


Basketball 
“Indicates retained title. 

National A.A.U.—*Men: Phillips 
Oilers, Bartlesville, Okla. Wo- 
men: Nashville (Tenn.) Vultees. 

*New York Invitation—St. John’s 
(Brooklyn). 

N.C.A.A.—Utah. 

*Eastern Intercollegiate — Dart- 
mouth. 

Pacific Coast Conference—*North- 
ern Division: Washington. Sou- 
thern Division: California. 

Big Six—Oklahoma and Iowa 
State (tied). 

Southwest—Arkansas and 
(tied). 

Missouri Valley—Oklahoma Ag- 

gies. 

Mountain States—Utah. 

Southern—Duke. 

Southeastern—Kentucky. 

Big Ten—Ohio State. 

Chicago Professional Tournament 
—Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


Billiards 


18.2 Balkline — Welker Cochran, 
San Francisco. 

Three Cushion—Cochran. 

Cushion Carom—Willie 
New York City. 

18.1 Balkline—Hoppe. 

—— Mosconi, Jackson, 

ch, 


*Rice 


Hoppe, 


Bowling 
*Singles—Ned Day, West Allis, Wis. 
Doubles—William Flesch; Mt. 
Prospect, Il., and Buddy Bomar, 
Chicago. 





*Team—Strohs, Detroit, 





Boxing 
*Heavyweight—Joe Louis. 
— Heavyweight—-Gus Lesne- 
vich. 
*Middleweight—Tony Zale. 
*Welterweight—Freddie Cochrane. 
Lightweight—Juan Zurita (NBA); 
Bob Montgomery (NY). 
Featherweight — Sal Bartolo 
(NBA); *Willie Pep (NY). 
*Bantamweight—Manuel Ortiz. 


Flyweight — Jackie Patterson 
(NBA). 
A.A.U. 
Heavyweight—Sgt. Eddie Sims, 


USA, Cleveland. 
175 Pounds—Ray Standifer, Cleve- 
land. 
160—Frank Sweeney, Washington. 
147—Joe Gannon, Washington. 
135—Joey D’Amato, Warren, Ohio. 
126—Major Jones, Kansas City, 


Mo. 
118—Nick Saunders, St. Louis. 


112—Cecil Schoonmaker, New 
York. 
Cross-Country 


NCAA—Fred Feiler, Drake. 

1C4A—Individaul: Vincent Barry, 
Navy. Team: Navy. 

Big Ten—Wisconsin. 

Southeast—Auburn. 

*Southwest—Texas. 


Football 


National League — Green Bay 
Packers. 
National Intercollegiate—Army. 
Eastern—Army. 
Big Ten—Ohio State. 
*Big Six—Oklahoma. 
Southwest—Texas Christian. 
*Southern—Duke. 
Southeastern—-Georgia Tech. 
Missouri Valley—Oklahoma Ag- 
gies. 
Mountain States—Colorado U. 
Pacific Coast—Southern Califor- 


Colleges To Be Hit 
By Review Of 4-Fs 
After First Of Year 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 (ANS)— 
Teen-age players will carry the 
ball for most college football teams 
next year if the Army and Navy 
inducts 4-Fs. This development was 
seen as a distinct possibility as the 
Office of War Mobilization said 
that colleges as well as professional 
4-Fs will be called up for review 
in scra the manpower barrel. 

Byrne's office said that there can 
be no discrimination between col- 
lege and pro athletes since many 
4-Fs on college teams are older 
players. Induction of these would 
leave principally youngsters — 16 to 
18—for next autumn’s plry. 

The New Year’s bowl games seem 
secure, however, as there is little 
time left for reexaminations. Some 
of the teams in the big bowl games 
are star-studded with 4-Fs. 

There are some college athletes 
and pros who served a hitch in the 
armed forces and were then dis- 
charged for various disabilities. 
These men are in for a recheck. 
Common disabilities suffered by 
4-F athletes include trick knees, 
stomach ailments, perforated ear 
drums, bad shoulders and flat feet. 





SYDNEY, Australia, Dec. 28 
(ANS)—Australia has placed re- 
strictions on racing for reasons 
similar to the request of American 
War Mobilization Director James 
F. Byrnes to close race tracks for 
the duration, a spokesman for the 
Australian Jockey Club revealed 
yesterday. He said that Australia 
had dropped her racing features 
from a normal 111 annually to 40 
in order to save on labor, transpor- 
tation and critical materials. How- 


“lever, recent modifications have re- 


stored the number to 55. 


MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 28 (ANS)—The 
second largest crowd in the history 
of Tropical Park race track poured 
a record sum of 716,000 dollars 
through the mutual machines yes- 
terday as racing entered its last 
lap because of War Mobilization 
Director James F. Byrnes’ request to 





‘| shut down racing by Jan. 3. 


Trojans, Volunteers 
End Bowl Workouts 


PASADENA, Calif.. Dec. 28 
|(ANS) — Southern California and 
Tennessee have concluded heavy 
workouts for their Rose Bowl game 
New Year’s Day. Both teams have 
been practicing in semi-secrecv, but 
it’s no secret the Trojans will use 
the T-formation and the Volun- 
teers the single wing. 

The first utterance from either 
camp even resembling confidence 
was issued by Fletcher Sweet, Ten- 
nessee publicity director. 

"Southern California a 19-point 
favorite over Tennessee—prenoster- 
ous,” Sweet said yesteri-v. He 
didn’t say he was taking any of 
that 19 points, however. 

"We had a swell season and as 
far as we're concerned the season 
won't be over until Jan. 2. We 
didn’t play last vear at all and we 
started slowly this year and got 
better all the way. We are still 
getting better and can beat South- 
ern Cal,” Sweet continued. 

With coach John Barnhill keep- 
ing his opinions to himself and his 
team behind locked doors, ncthing 
much has leaked out 

"We are just about ready,” said 
Jeff Cravath, Trojans’ coach, after 
sending his charges through their 
last heavy workout. The USC grid- 
ders will confine themselves to light 
workouts until the game. 











Xmas Swap--Idaho Snuds 
For Notre Dame Feotball 


TWIN FAL’.S, Idaho, Dec. 28 
(ANS) — Larry, Bob and Patrick 
Goeckner, sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
Theodore Goeckner, received a novel 
Christmas present from _ their 
mother. When they awoke Christ- 
mas morning there was a football 
under the tree bearing the signa- 
tures of 33 members of the 1944 
Notre Dame football team. ; 

Mrs. Goeckner got the fo>*ball 
in exchange for a 100-pound sack 
of Idaho’s well-known baking pota- 
toes. She met the college purchas- 
ing agent in Toledo, Ohio, recently 
and told him that footballs were 
hard to get out home and he con- 
fided that Idaho potaioes were 
pretty scarce around South Bend 








nia. 


so they swanned 
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Churchill, Eden Quit 
Athens For London; 
Agree To Regency 


(Continued from page 1) 
was earlier reported to be "very 
cold” to the idea of a regency, ac- 


cording to UP. 
Mr. Churchill escaped death this 
morning when an alleged ELAS 


sniper open 
Minister was outside the 


. A United Press dispatch 
added that the British leader was 
accom by Field Marshal Sir 
Harold R. L. G. Alexander and Lt. 
Gen. Ronald M. Scobie. 

A BBC correspondent emphasized, 
however, that it was by no means 
established whether the bullet, 
which, AP said, hit a woman 300 
yards away, was actually meant for 
Mr. Churchill. 


ELAS CONDITIONS 


A communique issued in Athens 
said that the ELAS conditions for 
acceptance of the disarmament or- 
der included: 

Formation of a new cabinet, with 
Leftist participation of 40 to 50 per- 
cent; punishment of all collabora- 
tionists and others guilty of anti- 
Patriot crimes; a purge of all gov- 
ernment services, including the 
police; disbanding and later reor- 
ganization of the National Guard— 
formed since the outbreak of civil 
war—and the gendarmerie; a purge 
of the Army and Navy and their 
officer corps of quisling elements; 
a plebiscite on the question of the 
monarchy, to be held on the first 
Sunday in February under the su- 
pervision of international delegates 
and a general election early in 1945. 

ELAS representatives are to hold 


the posts of Minister of Interior,, 


Minister of Justice and Undersec- 
retary of Foreign Affairs, the pro- 
posals said. 

Immediate opposition to these de- 
mands was registered. at a meeting 
of the representatives of the Greek 
Populist (Royalist) party. 

Prime Minister Churchill told a 
press conference in Athens last 
night that "an international trust 
might be necessary to rule” the 
country if the Greeks did not settle 
their difficulties. 

Mr. Churchill emphasized that the 
entire Greek question would be dis- 
cussed "not very long from now” at 
& mee of President Roosevelt, 
Marshal Stalin and himself. 


TROOPS STAND BY 


British troops will not leave until 
they have received "guarantees, 
which we can believe, that a fair 
and decent government would. be 
set up, which would not pay off old 
scores on either side,” the Prime 
Minister stated, adding that if the 
British had not intervened, there 
would have been a "serious mass- 
acre in Athens.” 

Mr. Churchill again made clear 
that there was no question of the 
King returning to Greece until after 
a free plebiscite. 

"The tale has been telegraphed 
all over the world that we supported 
the Fascist Government, endeavor- 
ing to bring back the King, endea- 
voring to get some advantage or 
lasting control or influence for our- 
selves out of it,” Mr. Churchill told 
correspondents. 

"All these stories are absolutely 
without the slightest foundation .. . 
There is nothing we want from 
= except her friendship,” he 
said. 





ATHENS, Dec. 28 (AP)—Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill today 
was an eyewitness to cleaning-out 
operations by British paratroops 
and tank-supported infantry in cen- 
tral Athens. Standing on Monu- 
ment Hill, the British leader, ac- 
companied by Lt. Gen. Ronald M. 
Scobie, saw stiff fighting in the 
narrow, winding streets, where 
ELAS defenders fought back with 
mortars, machine guns and hand 


€isel, said t g 


in|/the room, along with a babe, a de- 


Investigation 


Clears Army Hospitals 


‘Of Rumor 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 —Ex- 
cept for isolated cases of such 
things as dehydrated patients and 
the use of ancient eggs, Army hos- 
pitals got a clean bill of health 
today from the House Military 
Committee. 

A preliminary report prepared 
by H. Ralph Burton, general coun- 

that generally speaking 
sick and wounded soldiers are re- 
ceiving the best of treatment, their 
food is excellent, recreation facili- 
ties are adequate and equipment 
is of the finest. e 

The committee said its investi- 
gators inspected 89 hospitals in 
20 states and the District of Co- 
lumbia. Its investigation, it ex- 
plained, resulted from "rumors of 
a uieting nature that sick and 
wounded soldiers in many in- 
stances were being crowded into 
inadequate, crude, uncomfortable, 
makeshift hospital buildings, often 
inadequately equipped and insuf- 
ficiently staffed with doctors, 
nurses and attendants.” 

"Whatever may have been the 
situation prior to the investiga- 
tion,” it added, "with few excep- 
tions the results following the in- 
vestigations have been decidedly 
reassuring.” 

The committee said it had cited 





Five Lane Mobsters 
Taken After Break 


(Continued from page 1) 


by Cpl. A. J. Schmidt of Mapelville, 
Ill., Pfc. George M. Rollins of Min- 
neapolis, Pvt. Dedrick A. Shultz of 
Columbia, S. C., and Pvt. Joseph E. 
Krebs, Jr. of Bedford Hills, N. Y. 
An hour later the third was cap- 
tured on the roof of a building, also 
on Carlo Alberto. Lt. Kenneth A. 
Stephens of St. Louis, Pfc. Francisco 
Cervantes of New York City, and 
Pfc. Henry Shell, Jr. of Columbia, 
S. C., took him. 

There were no startling develop- 
ments until noon the day after 
Christmas. The special agents called 


would be in an apartment next to 
the WAC billet and asked the MPs 
to come along. They did not care 
to reveal the source of their tip. 
The agents and MPs ‘>und Lane 
and his Canadian companion in 


canter of wine and a couple of un- 
made beds. Lane and the Canadian 
hid in a cabinet. Before opening it, 
the police pushed it over. One un- 
official report had Cpl. Irving M. 
Stone of New York City pulling 
open the cabinet and Sgt. George 
W. Sell of Philadelphia yanking 
out the two. When they resisted 
they were pummeled severely. 

By the time the prisoners were 
marched out of the apartment a 
large crowd had congregated. Eye- 
witnesses said there were ten or 
more jeep loads of MPs. Some of 
the Wacs observed the action from 
the windows of their billet. 

All observers agreed that Lane, 

a tall, medium-built red-haired fel- 
low dressed in a dark blue civilian 
suit, and his small Canadian friend, 
who wore a gray-striped suit, were 
pretty badly mauled. 
The babe told one of the eye wit- 
nesses that she was to blondine the 
hair of the two. Police said an- 
other babe earlier had tried to give 
them a dye job but that it hadn’t 
worked out well. The babe, a con- 
vertec blonde herself, showed a 
Swab and a b and some sort 
of preparation which was not per- 
oxide as evidence of her intentions. 
The babe said she had supplied the 
pair with eggs and cognac on which 
to subsist. 

Lane, handcuffed, was taken back 
to prison by Lt. L. A. Owen, Jr. of 


By Army News Service _ : 


the military police and said Lane| ing 


to the War Department conditions 
in unidentified hospitals which 
warrant attention. Of one hospi- 
tal, the committee said: "No air 
conditioning of any kind in op- 
erating rooms; windows must be 
kept closed even in hottest 
weather; it is difficult for the 
surgeons and staff to operate un- 
der such conditions; patients often 
become so dehydrated as to re- 
quire administration of intraven- 
ous fluids in order to assure 
recovery.” ! 

The report continued: "Eggs 
served in one convalescent - 
tal were found to have been in- 
spec nine months previously. 
A committee representative can 
attest to their odoriferousness. 
Catsup was used to disguise their 
evil taste.” 


The lack of cold storage facili- 
ties in another hospital was 
blamed for the presence of 50 
dressed lambs "piled on a meat 
table and exposed to summer heat 
and flies.” 

Wacs serving as medical tech- 
nicians were required to work 12 
hours daily on what the commit- 
tee said amounted to domestic 
maid service and "those who pro- 
tested were sent overseas.” 

The committee said it had cited 
these and other matters to the 
War Department as warranting 
attention, 

In one hospital, the report said, 
sterilizing equipment in the oper- 
ating room was inadequate, food 
refrigeration facilities were insuf- 
ficient and there were no modern 
ambulances, although another 
small hospital had "six more am- 
bulances than were needed.” 








see 


RED ARMY 


(Continued from page 1) 











Budapest garrison called her "tra- 
gic hours,” the people commenced 
to turn against their Fascist mas- 
ters. The Crossed Arrow group, 
backed up by the Germans, threat- 
ened with death anyone interfer- 
with the defense of the city. 
All citizens were ordered to their 
cellars after 1700 hours and puni- 
tive patrols swept up and down the 
capital’s streets. 

Upwards of 3,000 Germans and 
Hungarians were reported killed in 
yesterday’s operation in Budapest, 
and most lost their lives where 
Tolbukhin’s forces joined up with 
Malinovsky’s. 





’ 

MOSCOW, Dec. 28 (UP) — The 
front-line correspondent of the 
Russian military journal, Red Star 
reported today that a massacre” 
of Germans had taken place along 
the west bank of the Danube where 
the Russians made their junction 
at Szentendre. 

He said the river bank and its 
approaches were littered with 
corpses and the bodies of wounded 
German-Hungarian troops, tanks, 
wrecked guns and other equipment. 

Budapest is virtually without food 
and, with the capture of the elec- 
tric supply station of Banhida, also 
—— electricity, it was reported 

ere. 


Besieged American Units 
Identified By Germans 


LONDON, Dec, 28— American 
units who were besieged at Bas- 
togne in Belgium for more than a 
week before they were relieved were 
identified today by a German mili- 
commentator as the 101st U. 8S. 
Airborne Division, the 10th U, 8S. 





Oklahoma City, who commanded 





grenades. 


the MPs during the action. 


Tank Division and remnants of the 





Indian Of 8th Army 
Wins VC After Death 


pop ave At positions 
w to p » 
he dashed RD es goee B, intense 
companion, then returned in the 
face of an advanc enemy to 
collect on his fi- 


nal mission he fell under a hail 
of machine gun fire. 


8th Heavies Push 
Aerial Offensive 


LONDON, Dec. 28—More than 
1,200 Flying Fortresses and Libera- 
tors of the 8th AAF struck at ten 
key supply points behind the Ger- 
man lines in a continuance of the 
Allied air offensive today. 

The 8th AAF attack followed an 
ey ean raid- by Lancasters 
of RAF on railyards and work- 
shops near Cologne. 

More than 2,500 Allied planes 
roared over western Germany yes- 
terday from bases in Britain and on 
the continent and showered explo- 
sives on big freight yards clogged 
with traffic. 

Six hundred Flying Forts and 
Liberators, escorted by 400 fighters 
pounded Nazi targets at Andernach 
and Homburg in the Bonn-Coblenz 
area and Kaiserlautern, west of 
Mannheim and Fulda, miles 
south of Kassel. 

Fighter bombers hit three smaller 








hile 500 
Lancasters dropped 2,500 tons of 
bombs on Rheydt, 12 miles south- 
west of Dusseldorf. Escorting Amer- 
ican fighters shot down 29 enemy 
fighters in a battle with 300 Luft- 
waffe planes southwest of Bonn. 


Gls’ London Paper 
Hits Rift In Unity 


LONDON, Dec. 28 (UP)—The 
Iondon Stars and Stripes today 
editorially deplored recent rifts in 
unity and solidarity among the 
United Nations, including the Greek 
situation, and urged them again 
to join the ranks against Germany. 
”For the holy living love of God, 
let’s listen to the dead. Let’s learn 
from the living. Let’s join ranks 
again—against the foe and toward 
the future,” the editorial said. 
"Only yesterday, lots of folk— 
frontline sloggers excepted — had 
the war in the bag, It was all over 
but the shouting. But now the 
bugles of battle are heard again 
over the bickering as the enemy 
lashes out in a last bloody bid for 
victory. 

a: more the warning sourids 
that Germany, Nazis and Fascism 
are the enemy. Not the Poles versus 
the Russians. Not the British peo- 
ple versus the Greeks. Not the 
State Department versus the For- 
eign Office. Not the British Com- 
monwealth versus Communism. 
But all of us who believe in the 
dignity of the common man— 
against Germany. Germany in this, 
its last great struggle, hurls the 
challenge: the United Nations must 





28th U. S. Infantry Division. 


remain united or die apart.” 





railyards east of Merzig and another rail 
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TAF Goes All-Out 
On Kraut Positions; 
Heavies Over Reich 


MAAF HEADQUARTERS, Dec, 
28—The Tactical Air Force’s aj). 
out assault against the Germans 
in northern Italy swung into its 
third day today as medium and 
fighter bombers continued to pum- 
mel battle area strongpoints and 
supply arteries in the Po Valley. 

reports indicated 
that today’s effort had run TAF’s 
— sortie total to well over 

Medium and fighter bombers 
flew a large number of sorties 
against German columns attacking 
down the Serchio River Valley, 15 
miles from the Ligurian coast. 
Most of the"targets were around the 
villages of Barga, Gallicano and 
Castelnuova. 

Fifteenth AAF Fortresses and 
Liberators were out again today, 
attacking oil targets in Germany 
and Czechoslovakia, while Liber- 
ators for the third straight day 
bombed communications lines in 
northern Italy. 

The Forts bombed two targets at 
Regensburg—an oil storage area 
and freight yards. Liberators hit 


minor refineries, among them 
those at Pardubice and Kolin, east 
of Prague. 


Yesterday TAF flew 1,506 sorties, 
bringing their two-day total to 
3,028—the highest 48-hour figure 
since Aug. 16 and 17 during the 
invasion of southern France. 
Fighter-bombers of the 22nd Tac- 
tical Air Command threw much of 
their strength against the new Ger- 
man drive in the Serchio River 
valley, obtaining good results 
against enemy-occupied buildings 
and gun positions. 
Medium bombers __ successfully 
bombed six rail bridges on the Bren- 
ner and Udine lines, a tunnel on 
the Brenner line and two supply 
dumps in the Bologna area. 
Thunderbolts and Marauders hit 
yards, bridges and rolling stock 
in northern I , with good results, 

RAF Liberators and Wellingtons, 
for the second night running, at- 
tacked vital rail lines in north- 
eastern Italy. Heavy bomb loads, 
including some 4,000-pounders, were 
dropped by the light of flares on 
the tracks and bridge at Nervesa, 
30 miles northwest of Venice. Pilots 


_|Saw @ number of sticks straddle the 


target. 

From approximately 2,800 sorties 
flown by MAAF yesterday, 17 Allied 
planes, including five heavy bomb- 
ers, were reported missing. 
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sary losses German forces were 
taken back in several sectors to out- 
posts of the Siegfried Line. 
Meanwhile, roads in the battle 
area were turned into virtual skat- 
ing rinks this morning when a slect 
storm covered the front with ice, 
and reduced air visibility. 
The northern flank, where in the 
latest change of positions American 
troops held Manhay, 20 miles north 
of Bastogne, continued to be rela- 
tively quiet. Front-line dispatches, 
however, told of a build-up of en- 
emy troop and supply concentra- 
tions in several scattered sectors. 
Meanwhile, Belgian Prime Min- 
ister Hubert Pierlot, speaking over 
the Brussels radio, said that the 
"highest Allied authority” had in- 
formed him that the situation was 
well in hand. 
The SHAEF communique today 
for the third day in succession men- 
tioned active enemy patrolling along 
the Maas (Meuse) River to the 
north of Tilburg and Venlo in the 
Netherlands. 
An Associated Press dispatch from 
the front referred to these patrols 
as a "strange series of thrusts—too 
strong for normal reconnaissance 
and too wary for fighting patrols. 
Allied airmen, flying in close sup- 


mij port of ground troops for the fifth 


successive day yesterday, destroyed 
140 armored vehicles, including 
tanks and 550 trucks. German-used 


A\ highways were cut at no less than 60 


places and 300 railroad cars were 
destroyed or damaged. 


Pact Ratified 


LONDON, Dec. 28 (UP) — The 
Moscow radio announced that the 
Presidium of the Supreme Council 
of the USSR has ratified the treaty 
of alliance and mutual assistance 
between the USSR and the French 
Republic, which was signed in Mos- 





}cow on December 10, 1944. 
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